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PREFACE 


EW Authors agree in the 
Defmition of Matrimo ny, 
| CRarron jy; it 4 W; ſe Bargeny 
a State, or an honourable Conjun= 
Eon, ſome greater C rincks call it 
a Toak, a ; munion of Evils 
and Puniſhments, a So wcty of 
Cares and Troubles, But wit4- 
out adhering to the Scntuments of 
the one, OV the different Onan 
of ethers that criticize upon it, I 
ball define Matrimony Mk Fa 
| to the Canoniſts, to be, a ſacred 
AI Union 
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Union of Man aid Woman, not to 
be al ſolved, but»by the Death of 
one of the Natrimonium 
eſt vir1 & mulieris Conjun- 
Etio individuam vitz Socie- 
rarem Continens. 


Thais ts the fp and moſt an- 
cent State, owing its Inſutution 
to the ſupreme Author of Natare ; 
and of the greater conſequence , 
becauſe it 1s the foundation of Hu- 
mane Society, the Origmal of 
Families, and of K ngdoms., Pri- 
ma Societas eſt in Conjugio, 
quod principium urbis, ſemi- 
naruum Republice. 


Marriage is not ſolemnized 
mn the f Pays manner every where, 


but the Rules and Laws of Mar- 


rages 


UM 


The Preface, 
ruages are more or leſs ſtrift, ac- 
cording to the Drverſuy of Relt- 
gons and Nations. Among the 
Chriſtins they are the moſt ſtritt, 
when the greateſs part of other 
Religions to make Marriages more 
free, eaſy and frutful, allow 
Polygamy and Drvorce, Tet, a- 
mong all the different Laws and 
Cuſtoms m the World, there is 
no Nation ſo Barbarous, as not 
to folemniRe Marriage with ſome 
Rites, Ceremonies, and publick 
Rejorcings, 


This made the Author enquire 
and obſerve what are uſed among 
the Chriſtians, Jews, Maho- 
metans and Idolaters, which 
make up the four Religtons that 
are known to the World. - And 
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The Preface. 

as the Religion of the Jews 1s the 
myſt 4ucient, and God has been 
pleaſed in a peculiar manner to 
honour them with the Name of his 
choſen People; ther Rites are 
firſt deſcribed m this ſmall Trea- 
tife of Marriage Ceremonies, 
which is here ſubmutted to the 
Judament of the Candid Rea- 
der. and tis hoped may be to 
his Satisfation, 


Part 
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Hap. I. The Rites obſerved in 

the Marriages of the Jews. 

Chap. II. The Cuſtoms and Cere- 
monies of- the Roman Catholicks. 

Chap. III. 7he Cuy/toms of the Lu- 
therans. 

Chap. IV. The Cuſtoms and Cere- 
monies of the Calviniſts. 

Chap. V. The Rites and Cuſtoms 
of the Greeks, 

Chap. VI: The Rites and Cuſtoms 
of the Abyfiins. 

Chap. VII. Zhe Ceremonies of the 
Copticks. 

Chap. VIII. The Rites and Ceri- 
monies of the Sabeans. 

Chap. IX. 7he Ceremonies of the 
Chriftians of Cholchis, Men- 
orelia, the Georgiam,. Cireat- 
titans, &c. 


Part 


The Contents. 


PART Il. 


H E Rites obſerved in the 
Marriages of the Mahome- 
Cans. 


PART -IIL. 


H E Cuſtoms and Ceremonies 
obſerved in the Marriages 
of the Idolaters and Pagans. 
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Marriage Ceremonies. 


PXREK 


CH AS 


The Rites obſerved in the Mar- 
r1AQes of the Jews. 


\ HE Jews ordinarily mar- 
ry their Sons at Eigh- 
reen Ycars of Age, ac- 
cording to the Laws of 

e1c Talmud, and ſometimes ſooner 
to prevent Incontineney ; their 
Daughters may be married as 
ſoon as they have compleated 
Twelye Years and a Day. 

AS5 When 
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When the Marciage of two 
Perſons is agreed, many of the 
Fews both Young and Old pet to- 
gather in fome covered place, 
where the younger take eycry one 
in their Hands an Earthen Vel- 
fel. The Marriage ContraC&t is 
audibly Read, and Notice given 
of the day of Marriage, and it 
is alſo declared that rhe Party 
which ſhall not ſtand to what 1s 
agreed, ſhall pay the other ſo 
much as is concerted betwixt 
them. Afﬀcerwards they with all 
Happincts to one anoth:r, and 
then the young Fews throw their 
Veſſels on the Ground, conclu- 
ding the breaking of them fortells 
g00d Fortune and Plenty. When 
they go away, there 'is one at 


the Door, that gives every one 


TX Glaſs. of Wine to Drink, and 
fomerimes Confirs. He that is to 
bleſs the Marriage takes a Glaſs 
of Wine, which he Blefles, and 
having taſted it, gives it to the 
married Couple to Drink, who 
= ' after- 


(3) 
afterwards go not abroad for. 
Eight days, during which many 
young Men viſit the Husband 
to divert him, and be merry with 
him. 


The Woman is obliged tor 
waſh her ſelf in cold Water the 
day before the Marriage, and ſhe 
iS put into the Bath by the Wo- 
men,who make a grear noiſe that: 
evcry one may know ſhe is to be: 
a Bride. Many of theſe: Women: 
Sing and Dance in her preſence,. 
but that Levity is not approved a- 
mong thoſe in Years. ' The Bride-- 
groom ſends to the-Bride the Ma- 
trimonial Cincture,or Girdle,with 
a Gold Buckle, the Bride ſends 
the like ro him only with this. 
difference, that the Buckle. is Sil-- 
ver, 


The Wedding-day, the” Bride 
js-dreſt according, to her Conditi-- 
on, 7... as richly as ſhe can, af- 
ter the Faſhions of the Country 3 

then 


(4) 
then ſhe is conduted by Women 
who Sing beforc her into a Cham- 
ber where her Head is dreſſed ve- 
ry finely, while other Women 
Sing and Dance in her preſence, 
ro make her chearful, they eſteem- 
ing theſe Ceremonies very accep- 
table to God. When the Hus- 
band is to receive the Benedicti- 
on publickly, four Young Men 
carry a Canopy into ſome pub- 
lick Place, or Garden, where the 
Solemnity is to be performed. 


The Bride-groom accompanied 
with his Friends, and the Bride 
on the other ſide with many Wo- 
men, and Inſtruments of Muſick 
meet under the Canopy, and then 
every one ſays, Bleſſed be be that 
cometh : The Bride-groom walks 
three times round his Bride, and 
takes her by the Hand, then the 
Company. throw Corn upon them 
with thatſaying in the Scripture 
Phraſe ; Cre/cite & Multiplicamint, 
Encreafe and Multiply. 


In . 
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In ſome places with Corn, they 
throw alſo Money, which the 
poorer Fews pick up. During this 
Ceremony, the Bride holds the 
Bride-groom by the right Hand, 
and it is neceſſary ſhe turn her 
Face to the South, for the Rabbres 
have left this writ in the 7almud : 
Thar if the Bed be ſo placed as to 
look to the South, there ſhall bz 
many Children. The Ra+444 which 
joins them takes a Glaſs of Wine, 
and rehearſing the Prayers thar 
are in the Mahzor, after he has 
taſted pives to the married Cou- 
ple to Drink. If the Bride be a 
Virgin, he gives her a narrow 
Glaſs, if a Widow, one wide, 
and the Ra44; receiving from the 
Bride-gr6om a Gold plain Ring, 
calls ſome Witneſſes and ſhewing 
it to them, asks if it be Gold. 
Then he puts it on the Brides ſe- 
cond Finger, and Reads aloud the 
Contract of Marriage; aftertakes 
another glaſs full of Wine, and 
giving thanks to God that the 
new 


(G6) 


new. married Couple have pligh- 


ted their Troth, he gives it them 


ro drink again: The Bride-groom 
having drunk, caſts. the Glaſs 
with all his force againſt che. Wall, 
or Ground, that it may break in 
memory of the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem. In ſome places they 
lay Aſhes on the. Bride-groom's 
Head in memory -of the 7emple 
Burnt, and for this very cauſe, 
he wears a Black Cap on his head, 
as they do who are in Mourn- 


ing. 
The Bride has a Black Cap 


roo. on her head, to ſhew they. 


are both afflicted for the deſtru- 
ion of the Zemple, even in their 
greateſt Rejoicings. The married 
Couple are led to a- Banguet, 
where bcing ſat, the Bride-groom 
is obliged to Sing a long Prayer 
the beſt he can,and at the-ſame time, 
an Egg and an Hen dreſt is ſer bes 
fore the Bride. He prefents her 
a {mall piece of this Hen, and 

pge® 
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7) 
preſently the Gueſls,as we!l Men 
2s Women, ſcramble for the reſt, 
and tear it in pieces with their 
hands, whoever gets the greateſt 
ſhare is reputed the moſt fortunate 
of the Company ; ſo they ſnatch 
from one another with Out-cries 
to make the new married merry. 
As for the Egg, which is raw, it 
is thrown in ſome ones Face, and 
if there happen to be a Chriſtian 
preſent, he is not ſpared. This 
Egg is preſented firſt to the Bride, 
that it may be ominous for her 
bearing Children, as cafily as the 
Hen her Eggs. After theſe Diver- 
ſions, the Table is fpread with 
g00d Meat, and then they fer- 
get the 7emple and Ferufalem. 
When they have Eat, they Dance 
the Wedding Dance, inſtituted (as 
they ſay) by God himſelf. The 


moſt Honourable Perſon takes the 


Bride-groom by the Hand, he a- 
nother, and ſo the reſt, till they 
all join in the Dance. The chict- 
eſt. among the Women likewife 
takes 


($) 
rakes the Bride, and they join as 
the men, ſo that the Dance is ve- | 
long and confuſed. The Wed- 

fi ing continues ſome times Eight | - 
days, bur it is expreſly forbid the 

Jews to invite any Chriſtian, be- 

cauſe they believethe go0d Angels 5 
flee their Company, and that the 

bad ones follow them. 


IThe Ceremonies tul- 
fed in the Mar- 
riages of the 
Chriſtians. 
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| The Cuſtoms and Ceremones of 
the Roman Catholicks. 


Pigany, or the uſe of many 

Wives, is common among the 
Infidels, but ſo ſtrickly forbid 
the Chriſtians, that they can 
haye only one Wife on pain of 
| Death 


$ 
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Death, and ſhe they muſt marry 
in the Church, and before the 
Pariſh Prieſt, or Curate, All: 0- 
ther Marriages contracted are de- 
clar'd Invalid and Clandeſtine, 
and the Iſſue eſteemed Baſtards, 
and alſo diſabled Succeſſion. The 
Ceremonies in the Marriages of 
the Church of Rome have becn 
preſcribed by Councils. That of 
Trent, for the preventing Abuſcs, 
annulls all Marriages not folem- 


nized before the Pariſh Pricſt of | 


one of the Parties, and therefore 
according to the Decrees of the 
Roman Church, as ſoon as they 
have reſolved a Marriage, the 
Prieſts of thoſe Churches to 
which the Pariſh are obliged to 
make Publication three Sundays, 
or Feaſts next enſuing, that all 
the Pariſhioners having notice of 
the intended Marriage, may de- 
clare to the Prieſt, if they, know 
it, any lawful Impediment..'-' 


When | 
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When no Cauſe appears to hin- 

the Marriage, they are both 
” fken by their Parents to the 
ides Pariſh Church, where they 
utually promiſe Marriage before 
e Prieſt, who asks, if they are 
ntent to be Married, and if not 
gaged before to others. This 
Xremony is only a preparation, 
d a pledge to receive the Sacra- 
» ent of Marriage, from which no 
” he can be relcaſed bur in the Bi- 
© pops Court, which condemns 
* ther party in Coſts and Dam- 
ves, and to a Fine, that. will d&- 
| Þrt from it. 


' | In ſome Biſhopricks after the 
 Warriage is reſolved, they make 

plemn Promiſes before the Pub- 
Kcation in the Church. 


The day before the Marriage, 
ie betrothed after Confeſſion go 
d- receive the Communion, and 

Þe day following are conducted 


Þ Church, where the Prieſt when 
he. 
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A | he has asked their Names an} * 
Surnames, demands of them lc 
they are content to be marrieFlil 
if they have made no ſolemn Voſſtis 
or Promiſe of Marriage to other © 
if they engage to'Love and linen 
Faithfully to each other > Whapþe! 
all theſe Queſtions are anfivereF0 
in the Affirmative, he Bleſſes th pl 
Ring and Thirteen pieces of I 
ney, which he gives to the Bridgſs. 
groom. 


The Bride-groom firſt puts thi{*i 
Ring on the fourth Finger of th$© 
Bride, faying, with the PriclÞ? 
With this Ring IT thee Wed, an(Þ* 
then giving her the Money, goe® 
on, With my Goods T thee EndowY" 
ſhe anſwers with ſome CompleP! 
ment direted in the Ceremonia 
and afcerwards the Prieſt take" 
them by their Hands, ſaying 
them, Et ego conjungo vor in nomi 
ae -Patris, & filii, & ſpiritus ſa 
ai, Amen. After which he ſprinklc 
them, and all the Company witil 
Holy Water. Afﬀtet 


UN 
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 Aﬀter the Nuptial Benediction, 
e-new married aſliſt at the Ho» 
n& Sacrifice of the Maſs, cach 
| Jolding- a lighred Candte with 
ich they go to kiſs the Cru- 
fix, and preſent Bread and Wine 
xÞ the Prieſt, according to the an» 
i-jeat uſage of the Church. If 
hey were never married before, 
ro of their neareſt Relations 
golds a cloth over their Hcads 
hile the Prieſt recites the Pray- 


= 


0 


When the Maſs is cnded,-the 
Frieſt preſents the Church Regi- 
er to the new married, that they 
nay ſubſcribe the Act of Matri- 
Hony which he has drawn up; 
fer that, they all return in the 
rder they came. At Night, be- 
Þre they go to Bed, the Pricſt 
lefles the Bed ir ſelf where they 
re. to Conſummare their Matri> 
10nY. 


In 


In moſt parts of 7zaly, the M; 
riage Contract is not made 
the Church, bur only before t 
Prieſt; then making the uſi 
Publications, they are married 
Noon with great Ceremony, ( 
before Sun riſe, without pomp 
any Ceremony, the Bride being |: 
to Church by her own Father 
alive, or her next Relation. 
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When a noble Yenetian marrit 
a day is appointed for giving t 
Ring to the Bride, whom thi 
call the new martied Wife, at 
the Fun&tion is performed in 
Houſe in the preſence of man 
other Nobles, their Relations at 
Friends that come thirher, and a 
invited to an Entertainment. / 
ter this, they formerly uſed t 
let the Bride be ſeen uncovere 
in a Gondola, adorned with t 
richeſt Jewels, but now ſhe is t 
be ſeen in the Corſo and in pul 
lick places with other Ladies, i 


Face covyer'd with a Veil, and le} 
b 


bythe Bride-groom who may be 
freely with her in her Houſe, and 
then they receive the Sacrament 
[| at Clifirch,. and ſo conſummate 
;{ che Matrimony ; when the Bride's 

| Houſe is open, and they have 

| dancing the greateſt parc of the 
[ Night. 
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The $S:c7/zans uſed heretofore to 
make the- Contra&, and receive 
je Nuprtial Benediction in their 
gown Houſes, and only received 
gene Sacrament at the Death of one 
of them, bur that is forbid by the 
ICouncil of 7rex? ; the Brides like- 
Iwiſe went on Horſe-back through 
be Ciry in grear Pomp and Train, 
TÞÞiic that cuſtom is laid aſide ſince 
\Fhe invention of Coaches. Now 
Þtcer the Articles of Marriage arc 
.$81ed; the Bride-groom may con- 
-F<rle freely with his Bride, and 
gomerimes they live many years 
þ the ſtate of Matrimony with- 
$or the Offices of the Church. 
1h the Marriages of the Country 


h people 


al 


people they Dance very much, 
and there is always a great num- 
ber of Gueſts, Relations and ©- 
thers, for they are obliged to re- 
gale the new married, when they 
have been entertaincd three timcs. 
Thcir Feaſts are with bak't Meats 
and Rice-Milk. | 
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In France the Bride-groom, at- 
tended by his Relations and 
BY Friends, goes to wait upon the 
3 Bride at her Houle, to condut 
IE her to Church. He goes firſt bt 
twixt two of his kindred, and iz 
followed by all the young Men 
who walk two and two together, 
the married Men preceding in thi 
Ceremony. The Bride comes af 
ter dreſt in her beſt Apparel, ha 
ving on her Head a little Crow! 
of white Flower, or Pearls, an 
in ſome places they.appear wit! 
their Heads barc, an& their Hait 
hanging down. Two of her near 
eſt Kindred lead her by the Hand 


and ſhe is followed by all rht 
Maiden 


(17) 


Maidens invited to the Wedding, in 
the ſame order as the young Men 
before, every one having a litrle 
Crown like to that of the Bride. 
All the orher Women then follow 
according to the nearneſs of their 
Relation, and the Proceſſion ends 
with a Servant of the Bride-groom, 
or Bride, who carries the Bread 
in one hand, and the Wine in the 
other, which the new married are 
obliged to preſent in the Church, 
They return then from rhe Church 
in the ſame order they went, on- 
ly they mutually change thoſe 
who lead them thither. 


In ſome Provinces,as ſoon as they 
are returned home from Church , 
they have an Entertainment , 
and all their Kindred, Friends; 
and Gueſts bring their Preſents, 
and lay chem in a large Baſin thar 
ſtands before the new married 
People, the Violins and other 
muſical Inſtruments playing brisk- 
ly; in others, they make their 

5 Pre» 
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Preſents the day after the Mar- 
riage, and in ſome again it is not 
bie cuſtom to preſent at all. 


The Bride-groom ſits not down 
to the Entertainment with his 
Friends, but ftands behind the | 
Bride, who is in the moſt Hon- } 
ourable place, he being obliged | 
to ſerve Her, and ſee every thing 
accommodated for Her in the beſt 
Diſpoſition and Order. After 
the Feaſt . he leads her to Dance, 
the young Men and the Maidens 
continue Dancing, while the mar- 
ried Men and Women after a con- 
venient time attend the new mar- 
ried Couple to the Chamber where 
they arc to lye. The Bride uſes 
ſome Entreaty before ſhe ſuffers 
her ſelf ro be undreſt, but after a 
little reſiſtance, pretending to ſub 
mit to force, is delivered over to 
the Bride-groom to conſummate 
the Marriage, and to gain, as 
they call it, her Dowry : In ſome 


places the poor Bride has not the 
liberty 
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liberty to go ro Bed when ſhe 
pleaſes, becauſe they teaze Her 
firſt very much, and oftencimes 


after ſhe has been lead abour all 


Night, they give her in the Morn=» 
ing to her Bridge-groom, who 
pays ſome Money to the Bride» 
men for Her. 


The next day the new married 
receive the Complements of all 
their Relations and Friends, and 
likewiſe of their Neighbours, to 
whom it is cuſtomary to make 
ſome Entertainment. At Parts 
the Bride receives the Viſits dreſt, 
and upon her Bed, and by Can» 
dl: Light only; but now the 
greater part of Perſons of Qua» 
lity there, privatcly marry in the 
Night, and without any Ceres» 
mony. 


The Spaniards uſe in a manner 
the fame Rites as the French and 
Ttalians, but have beſides a cus 
ſtom which they retain from the 

B 3 "Moors, 
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Moors, who were a long time ma- 
ſters of their Country, to expoſe 
to view the morning after rhe 
Marriage, out of a Balcony or 
Window, the Sheets in which the 
new married lay, to teſtifie the 
Bride's Virginity, calling ir in 
their Language, La werginidad de 
la mucher. 


Formerly the Germans married 
none but thoſe of their own Na- 
tion, to keep themſelves free 
from the Intereſts of orher Peo- 
ple. They married not their 
Daughrers till arrived to a com- 
petent Age, and their Young 
Men were backward enough in 
their Amours, from whence it 
came that the Children of two 
grown Perſons and ſtrong in their 
perfet Age, were large and rg- 
burſt. They obſerve {till not to 
marry their Sons but to Women 
that are Luſty, Vigorous, and 
likely to bread Children well. 
The Rices and Ceremonies of 

| their 
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their Marriages are like thoſe of 
other Nations in Fxrope. Only 
they have this ſingular among 
them, that the Young. Women 
which are marriageable, wear at 
the Marriages of their Compani- 
ons, Crowns of Gold or Flowers, 
which are not uſed by others. 
All the Gueſts make fome Pr- 
ſent of a Jewel or Money, either 
Gold or Silyer, which Offerings 
are put into a Baſin, ſet near the 
Bride, who fits among the Wo- 
men at Table, and this is always 
attended with ſome words of ex- 
cuſe. There are allo ſome free 
Marriages, where rich Perſons are 
at all the expence, and others, 
where every one pays for himſelf, 
and theſe Entertainments laſt at 
leaſt three days, during which 
time, the new married are attend- 
ed by great numbers of Perſons, 
infomuch that an Artiſan ſhall 
have oft-rimes more than Sixty 
of his own Rank that ſhall bear 
him company, for the more. he 
B 3 has 
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has, the greater Reputation it 
gives him. Perſons of Honour 
and Quality uſe to give the next 
morning after the Conſummation 


of the Marriage, their Bride a, 


chain of Gold, or ſome other 
Jewel, in recompence for her loſt 
Virginity, and this Rega/e or pre- 
ſent is called Morgenga/, becauſe 
they give it as ſoon as they 
riſe. 


It any Woman marries a man 
after ſhe has been enjoyed w 
him, ſhe goes early to Churc 
without any Muſick, and ſome- 
times, eſpecially in the Country, 
all the Neighbours having Crowns 
of Straw, accompany her and the 
Bride-groom to Church. In ma- 
ny places the Bride is obliged to 
renounce all the Rights of her 
Family, which is done by throw- 
ing Straw into her Parents Houſe ; 
and if the Bride cries not when 
ſhe is married, that gives ſuſpi- 
tion of her Chaſtiry ; ſo to pre- 
VEnrt 
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! vent ſuch a cenſure, many uſe 


| 
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Art to make Iears come. 


The Pranconians obſerve in their 
Marriages to have the” ÞBride- 
gro00m walk betwixt two Perſons, 
Drums and Trumpets going be- 
fore, and the Relations and 
Friends follow him two and two 
to the door of the Church, where 
they ſtay and wait the coming 
of the Bride; before whom ſome 
ſingers walk with many Maidens, 
and after her follow a great number 
of Women wearing long Mantles of 
black Cloath, which are faſten- 
ed about their Necks by Silver 
Buttons, and contract Marriage 
in the preſence of the Prieſt ac- 
cording to the: ulage of the Ro- 
man Charch. 


In Po/and, and eſpecially in 
the Countries. of Pruſſia, Samogi= 
thia and Lithuania, the young 
Women do not marry before the 
Age of Lwenty. Four Years, . or 

B. +; a 
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at leaſt not before they have ' 
wrought with their own hands | 
Cloath and Garments to preſent 

every one that attends their Bride- | 


groom to Church. When the 
Father fecks a Wife for his Son, 
ne conſiders neither Beauty nos 
Fortune, but only her Manners, 
whether ſhe be of an agreeable 
Ape, if ſhe has a body likely to 
conceive and bear Children. Ha- 
ving found ſuch an one, ſhe is 
taken away by ſome of the Bride- 
groom's Kindred , after which 
they apply for the Father's con- 
ſent -to compleat the Marriage. 
Theſe people retain ſtill many 
Relicks of Pagan Superſtitions; for 
in the Fun&ions or Ceremonics 
of Matrimony, they make the 
Bride go three times round the 
Fire, then ſit down, wafh her 
Feet, and with that Water ſprinkle 
the Bed, and all the moveables 
that belong to the new married 


Couple. They anoint the Bride's 


mouth with Honey, cover her 
Eyes 


UN 
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Eyes with a Veil, and ſo lead her 
blindfold to all the Doors of the 
Houfte, which ſhe muſt ſtrike with 
her right Foot. They throw 
Wheat, Rye, Oats, Barley, Rice 
and Beans at the Doors, ſaying, 
That the Bride ſhall never want 
any of rhoſe Grains if ſhe continue 
to be devout in her Religion, and 
takes car of the Aﬀairs her Family. 
That done, they take the Veil 
f.om before her Eyes and have a 
Banquet; bur at Night, when it 
is tim2 to go to Bed, they Dance 
and cut oft h:r Hair, then ſome 
of rhe Women wrap her Head in 
2 White Linen Cloath, which ſhe 
may wear till ſhe have a Son Born, 
for till then ſhe is called a Girl. 
Laſtly, ſhe is taken to her Cham- 
ber, where afcer being jocularly 
Piached and Beat, they deliver 
her to her Bride-groom, who they 
give to eat Goat or Bears ſtones 
rogether inſt:ad of Sweat-meats 
and other Delicacies, which they 
are of Opinion, heip Procreati- 
B 5 - ON 
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on, and therefore in their Mar- 
riage Feaſts, they have no Fleſh 
ef any Crcature that was Gelr. 


In the Iſland of Goa, .the Criſti- 
ans that marry, never ſee their 
Brides but at Church, and with- 
out ſpeaking to them. When ſhe 
fives leave, they go with a Pricſt 
to her at her own Houſe, where 
rhey make a Solemn Promiſe of 
Matrimony. After this the Bride- 
groom may viſit her, but he is 
not ſuffered to be alone with her. 
Indeed there are fome, who will 
not be content to ſee their Brides 
in Church, where they know they 
are artificially Dreſt and Painted, 
therefore go and obſerve them at 
lome, to view them better, and 
it is the cuſtom that after they 
are married, they never paint nor 
dreſs fine more. The matrimoni- 
al Offices are ordinarily perform- 
ed after Noon, and then they go 
ro Church in great Splendor. The 
Bridegroom ſhall be ſometimes 

at- 
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attended by Eighty or an Hun» 


dred men on Horſe back, all Fine 
and. Glorious, beſides the Rela-- 
tions and Friends of . both parties. 
who aſſiſt there. The Bride is: 
likewiſe accompanied with 0©- 
ther Women and many Litters, 
and in their 1itrle Coaches full of 
her Reiations or Friends, She is. 
lead by two of her neareſt a-kin, 
as her Husband is by two of his : 
When married, they are brought 
home in the fame order, with the 
ſound of Trumpets, Cornets, and 
other muſical Inſtruments, every 
one as they paſs by throwing 
Flowers, ſweet Waters, and Con- 
fits upon them, which are gather-- 
ed up by the Servants that wair 
on them. When they are at the 
door of their Houſe, the new 
married enter with their Friends 
and neare!t Kindred, thoſe which: 
ſtay behind, arc thanked for the 
Honour they have- done. them, 
who our of Gallantry ride up and 
down in the Streets, and have 

tilting: 
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tilting with Lances of light Canes 
C being very skilful at throw- 
ing them) combating with O- 
ranges and Lemmons in ſight: of 
the new married, and others that 
get into the Belconics 'to fee the 
Diverſions. That done, they all 
light from their Horſes and are 
raken into a Ground-groom , 
where they are treated with all 
forts of Fruits, and ſweets Meats, 
and Wines. After they have ta- 
ken their leaves, the Entertain- 
ment of the Relations begins, 
which never laſts#long, becauſe it 
is the cuſtom in theſe Countries 
to go to Bed before Sun-fer. The 
new married without other Cere- 
mony retire into the Chamber pro- 
vided for them. 


The Sclavonians of the Repul- 
lick of Kagauſa join nor in alliance 
but with Perſons of their own 
Rank, zZ. e. the Noble with the 
Noble, infomuch, that a Gentle- 
man cannot hope for a Citizen or 
; Stranger, 
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Stranger, becauſe he may nor 
bring into his Family ſtrange 
Blood leſs Noble, which would 
be to debaſe it. Therefore the 
number of noble Families 18 1o 
leſſened, that there arc ſcarce 
Twenty or Twenty Five that have 
the Government of their publick 
Aﬀairs. However, if any of the 
Nobilicy deſires for the intereſt 
of his Family, or for any other 
end to take a Forcigner to Wife, 
provided ſhe be Noble, and of the 
Country which extends from Za- 
ra to Cattaro, and not otherwiſe, 
he may do it, and if ſhehave Two 
Thouſand Ducats of Gold for her 
Portion. As to the Marriages in 
the Country, they are thus regu- 
lated by a Decree and particular 
Law, that have aſſigned a Thou- 
ſand Ducats of Gold for the 
young Man, bur that is nor ſtrict- 
ly obſerved, for there are many 
Fathers give their Sons Four, Five, 
Six, nay, ſo many Thouſand Du- 


of 
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of the Wives they Marry. They 
make theſe Proviſions -in ready 
money, and a man is not allow- 
ed to ſee his Miſtreſs before the 
contract be cſtabliſhed, having 


then free Liberty to viſit her, bur * 


. before their Marriages are aCtua!- 
ly Solemnized they make no Pre- 
ſents. When-a young Woman 1s 
married, ſhe may wear Silk for a 
Month to diſtinguiſh her from 0+. 
thers, that wear only Cloath, and 
the Ladies after Marriage are ob- 
liged always to wear at the Feaſts 
a Cap lined with Red, to diſtin- 
puiſh them from Tradeſmen's 
Wives. 


The Flemmings,and their Nez gh- 
bours, are very ready to Marry 
with Strangers, upon any Over- 
ture: But among them it is a 
thing of the gt:ateſt ſhame and 
reproach for a Young Man to 
marry an Old Woman, or an 
Old Man a Young Woman. 
Fhe common pcople never ar- 

rive 
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rive to marry a Gentlewoman, 
nor does one that is Noble e- 
ver marry a Commaner, and it 
is never ſeen, as in France, that a 
| Maſter marries his Maid, or a 
Lady her Servant. The Gentle- 
| men diſtinguiſh in theic eſteem 
'*the oldeſt Daughters, though 

they make them all equal in their 

Fortunes, and often refuſe their 
| eldeſt, when they would be 
: glad to marry any their other 
Daughters. 
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AP IL 
The Cuſtoms of the Lutherans. 


HE Lutherans have their | 

Marriages celebrated in the | 

Church after the manner of rhe 
Romaniſts, and go thither in great | 

Pomp and - Solemnity to receirc 

the Matrimonial Benediction from | 

aol, ONE of their Prieſts or Miniltets. 
EET In * Argentina, and the Country 
0 c-round about, wh:n any Young 
<A Ao wg * Man makcs Love, he declares his 
many,com- Aﬀetion to his Miſtreſs by Let- 
py ;, cer, or ſome other way , after | 
th» Name Which he goes at Night VIE 
_ ſome of his Friends, and a great 
number of Torches to give her a 
Senerade ;_ and this being continu- 

ed two or three Nights, if ſhe 

looks not out at the Balcony, he | 

may be fſatisfhed his Gallantry 1s 

not accepted, and that he fthall 

not ſucceed ; but if ſhe appear, 

he may then go and dilſcourle her 

in 
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in an Evening, but in the pre- 

jence of her Servants. When the 

Marriage is agreed, if the Trum- 
| pets ſound on Mondays and Wed 
reſdays, they give notice of a mar- 
| riage, and at brake of day, and 
_ # that it is of a Tradeſman, for 
_ | thoſe days are peculiar to them, 
. þ and the Gentlemen and Ladies are 
| | married on the other days of the 
\ | Week. There ate alſo ſome free 
# Marriages, where all the expence 
_ | is defrayed by the new marricd, 
, | when in others every one pays his 
| | ſhare. 


In Saxony when one of Quali- 
ty marries, the Young Gentle- 
. | men withthe Ladies of the Neigh- 
| | bourhood, go. without being in- 
vited tothe Wedding-Feaſt, which 
he is obliged according to the cu- 
ſtom of the Country to prepare 
 plentifully. The Gentlemen {trict - 
| {ly obſerye not to marry with 
Tradeſmens Daughters, or thoſe 

| | of the Commonalty, how rich 
loever 
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foever they are, becauſe that brings 
a diſhonour upon their Families, 
and if any one without conſider- 
ing his Quality marries a Com- 


moner for her Fortune, he runs | 
a riſque, beſides the Infamy, of | 


being killed by the other Gen- 
tlemen. 


Among the Goths, Swedes and 
Danes, many ceremonies are Uu- 
ſed in their Marriages ; for after 
the Parcats of the Young Lady 
arc informed of the Qualities _ of 
him that ſeeks her in Marriage, 
the Father preſents her to him in 
theſe Words. / give you my 
Daughter to be your Vi ife, to hoe 
nour you, to take part in your Bed, to 
kave the Fes of your Ffaule, and 


the third part of your Goods, move- | 


able antl anmouveable. Then they 


add other Relizious Ceremonies, | 


attending the Bride to Church 
the day appointed with a great 
number of Torches, from which 


hang | 
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ang little Cords and Silk Rib- 


 Þons of divers colours. 


| When the Bride is to be given 
fo her Husband, fhe goes to a Bath 
hn Company of ſeveral Women, 
thoſe of her own Age poe be- 
fore her, and carry in this Pro- 
ceſlion, Vellels of Beer or Wine 
Cinnamond, Sugar and Cakes 
or their Refreſhment and Enter- 
ainment. When they come out 
' they have all Garlands of Flow- 
rs, and only the Young Women 
upp with the Bride. The Gen- 
lemen marry not, but with thofe 
f their own Quality ; and among 
the comman pcople the Parents 
nd Friends preſent the Bride 
ith a Pigg, Sheep or Cow, and 
the Bride-groom with a Colt, Dog, 
Cat, or Goole. 


In * Livenia when the Bride is 


cad to Church, ſhe appears with the King- 


a Crown on her Head of Silver 
Gilt, 
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Gilt, and very High, and al! the 
Women and Maids walk befor 


cover'd oyer in Mantles and long 
red Veils gentilely Dreſt. 
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The Cuſtoms and Ceremontes 6 


th: Calviniſts. 


Frer the Ceremonies and Cu. 

{toms of the Lutherans, fol. 
low thoſe uſed among the Calvi- 
miſts of Geneva, the Dutch and oþ 
thers of that Opinion. 

When the Parties have conſent-þ 
ed to marry, they join Hands, 
and plight their Troth before one 
of their Miniſters, and at ſuch} 
meeting, it is uſual ro make themFn 
Drink. He that Officiates takesÞ|t 
two Glaſs which he receives 
from them, mixes the Wine out 
of one into the orher, and gives | 
the Bridegroom's Glaſs ro thee 
| Bride fie 
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Bride, and Hers ro Him ; after 

-Jvhich the Bridegroom puts the 

Ring on his Bride's Finger. Bur 

Þcfore they marry, the Miniſter 
uzhr co publiſh in the Church 

ſhe Banns of Matrimony three 
undays ſuccetlively, to know if 
here be any Impediment, and af- 

#r this Publication they a have 

Licenſe from the firſt Syndick of bk 
ie place to marry. Then the 
ride goes co Church with her 

uſelations and Friends, wearing 

-# Garland of Flowers on her 

ilead, and a Nole-gay ſtuck in 

o-frBreſt, led by two young men 

her neareſt Kindred, atten Jed 

i} Virgins that follow, with the 

Is,Fit of her Relations, Friends and 

nefjueſts. When ſhe comes out of 

church ſhe is kd to her Hus- 

mind's Houſe by her neareſt Re- 

.csÞions. The Widows that Mar- 

es} haye not the Garlands of 

ut Þwers on their Heads, bur only 

ek Noſe-gays, and are led by 

heſher Widows, their Coſins or 

ec ſends, The 
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* Friſass The Inhabitants of * Frifa for 
Friefland jnerly ſought not after Riche 


Hol- 
land. only a Beautiful and Virtuoy 


Woman, and of the fame ran| 
ſo that often a Gentleman tha 
was rich Married a young Wa 
man without Fortune, and on| 
valuable for her Beauty and Ve 
tue. Now they ſcek for Rich 
and high Birth as well as othf] 
People. The Bride goes iff 
Church with a Crown on hd 
head, a great number of younf" 
Girls going before her, they Map 
ry after the manner of the oth 
Calviniſts, and the Office beinff* 
ended entcrtain thoſe invited. 
mong them only the Relation" 
preſent the new Marriet, wif< 
eſteem themſelves obliged accorF * 
ing- to the value of the Preſendf® 
All day they dance in the Bridg** 
groom's Houſe, to divers Inſtr 
ments of Muſick ;-the next d: 
the Bride appears with her he 
covered, and gives all her Gue 
a glaſs of Wine to drink, or othy 


Ve 
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Liquor, to ſignific ſhe is become 
iſtreſs of che Family. All the 
EFHungarians are of Opinion that 
the who marries not a Virgin, 
\ſhall never have Happineſs in his 
1 Marriage, therefore rhey ſcarce 
Ever marry Widows, whole Con» 
1 Þition is odious to them. Beſides, 

after Marriage they know their 
hives have been in Love with 
Sthers, they not only loole their 
(Þfiction, bur that often makes 
em reſolve their Dcarh. 


ul 


A The great Perſons in J7urgary 
Jarry their Sons very young, and 
| from the Cradle conclude their 
tio{ances, for the maintaining 
wiſiendſhip ; and when thoir Sons 
cor Irived to an Age to confum- 
ſonſ'® che Marriage, they are ob- 
.;g£4to obſerve what their Parents 
e contracted for them, to 
-r d<"T difguſts of yery fatal con- 
EnCzS. 
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In Scet/and the Lords of Tow 
and Boroughs had a Right to 
the firſt night with the Brid 
their Valſlal, but that is now « 
of ule, and the new married by 
it of by a Summe of Money, 
which end they have a Law ab 
liſhing that Priviledge. 


The Triſh ſeldom marry | 
with Yerba de Futuro, and almd 
never with Yerba de Preſe 
whence Separations are frequent 
ſeen for the ſmalleſt cauſes, t 
Husband ſeeking a new Wife, a 
the Wife anothec Husband, ! 
that a certain and true Marria 
is not to be known during L 
Hence ariſe Controverſies abt 
the Poſſeſſions of their Eſtat 
Murders and Mortal Hatre 
The Women that are turned 
and forſaken, go to thoſe eſtect 
Witches, who they think are 
to make the new Wife barren 
bring upon her dangerous 
ladies. The Women pre 
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their Lovers with Bracelets of 
their own Hair. The 7ri/þ that 
inhabit the Mountains, marry 
their Daughters ſoon after they 
are paſt Ten or Twelye Years of 


Agc. 
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The C uſtoms and Rates of the 
Greeks. 


Hen the Greeks marry, the 

Bride 1s obliged to let 

her #/usband ſee what her For- 
tune is ; and the Bridegroom to do 
the like; and this in the preſence 
of many Relations and Friends ; 
the Men ſitting about a long Ta- 
ble, the Women on Benches rait- 
ed behind it, like an Amphi- 
theatre. When the Bride receives 
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the Preſents from the Gue/fs, and 
their Relations, ſhe ſits with a 
Gilt Crown on her Head, in the 
-midſt of the Gzxecco ; that is, the 
Womens Chamber. All that are 
there, after they have drunk 
Malmeſfie-Wine, and caten ſome 
'Sweet-Meats, go to take the Air, 
and return at Night to Supper ; 
and the New-Marrzed lic together, 
without other Publication in rhe 
Church, as the Roman Catholicks 
uſe. The next Day, if the W-- 
men find in the Bed any Signs of 
a Loſt Virginity, they make a 
great Feaſt; bur when that is 
wanting, they fay nothing, the 
Bridegroom ſending back the 


Bride to her Relations and Friends : | 


And if the Magiſtrate be a Turk, 
he is engaged by ſome Preſent, 
not to force him to keep her. 
Thok Greet Women that marry 
any French-man, Italian, Spaniard 
or Turk, are Excommunicated for 
ſome time ; that is, not admitted 
9 


UN 


Church. 


1 

alto Acts of Communion ; bur 
e Fthey may, in the mean time, be 
e preſent at the Offices of the 
: 
c 
e 


The 7ra»flvmnians and Walls 
chians take the Towung Women by 

. FForce from their Rela!ions Houſes, 
and do not marry them till after 


are deflower'd : And alſo re- 


udiate them, and are divorced, 


* Bik 
* Dpudi 
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for the ſmalleſt Cauſes. © 


When a Moſcovite will marry 
his Daughter, he chuſes a Toung 
lan to his own liking, to whom 
e offers her, with a 
he accepts her, the Father treats 
ith his Relations. 
an may not fee his Miſtreſs, be- 
ore the Day of Marriage ; but 
is Relations earneſtly enquire if 
e haye any Infirmity. The > 
her of the Bride makes the ſame 
nquiries of him. The Wedding- 
day the young Pcople are p 


ortion. If 


The 7 0ung 


lenti- 


fully 
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fully entertained before married: 
together with their Re/atzons, and | 
the Prieſt, and then go to Churcly 
As ſoon as they are there, thq 
Prieſt asks for ſome Bread, ac 
cording to Cuſtom ; and when hy 
has it, performs the Offices 0 
Joining them. He ſpeaks firſt t: 
the Bridegroom, and demands © 
him, If he will marry that youn 
Woman there preſent 2 If he an 
fwer, Tes ; he asks farther of him 
Whether he will treat her il i 
Words and Deeds 2 To which th 
Bidegroom anſwering, No ; he de 
mands of the Bride, If ſhe wil 
marry him, govern his Houſe, anh 
be always faithful > When ſhe ha 
anſwered, Tes, they -haye bot| 
Crowns of Wormwood ſet o 
their Heads, and he giyes then 
the BenediCction. Then he drink 
their Healths in a Gilt Woode 
Cup, in which the New-Marrie: 
likewife drink; and the Cup ii 
thrown to the Ground, and broke 
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riedJand trod on, with Imprecations 


and by the Bridegroom, Let them be ſo 
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trampled on, and confounded, that 
maliciouſly endeavour to create I!! 
Will, and da ill Offices betwixt us. 
The Mojcovites bear great Reſpect 
to their Wives, as long as they 
are well plcaled with chem ; but 
when they are diſpleaſed, upon 
very light Occaſions they are di-, 
vorced, and repudiate them ; as. 
they may do for Barrenneſs: In 
which Caſe, the usband having 
continued ſingle Six Weeks, may 
afcerwards marry again. Widows 
may marry a Second Time ; but 
the Third brings their Vertue in. 
queſtion. 


CHAP YVL 
The C. uſtoms and Rites of the 
Abiſſines. 


HE Schiſmatical Chrifzans 

of the Kingdom of the 4- 

1//mes have many Wives ; and 

every one marries at pleaſure, 
without Scruple. The Men are 
obliged to preſent their Wives, 
inſtead of receiving Portions with 
them. The Ceremonies uſed in 
their Marriage are theſe ; The 
Bridegroom and Bride fit before 
the Church-door , while three 
Prieſts walk three times round 
them, ſinging A//elyja. Then 
they cut off ſome of their Hair, 
which they dip in Water ſweet- 
ned with Honey ; then lay the 
Bridegroom's Hair on the Bride's 
Head, and hers on his Head, and 
ſprinkle both with Holy Was» 
ter. 
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ter. After this Ceremony, they 
have a great Feaſt, and attend 
the. New-Marricd home, where 
he they arc ſhut up a Month. When 

the Wife goes abroad, ſhe has her: 
Face covered with a black Veil, 
and that ſhe wears , ſix Months.. 
f unleſs ſhe be ſooner with Child.. 
; Some others. uſe the ſame Cere-- 
monies, and alſo Incenfings ; and 
the Prieſts diſcourſe to the New- 
Married, of the Indiſlolubleneſs: 
of Matrimony ; and then give: 
them the Communion, and Bleſ-- 


ſing. 
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C24 AP. MAIL 
The Ceremonies of the Copticks. 


Hen the Copricks, who are 
Schiſmatick Chrr/tians, 
the Native Inhabitants of ZEgypr, 
marry, the Friends and Relations 
of the. Bridegroom firſt wait upon 
him, then the Bride, and thence 
to Church, where they are mar- 
ried, having many Torchcs, and 
Lighted Candles, ſinging all the 
Way Hymns- in the Language of 
the Country, and ſtriking little 
Ebony Tables with certain Ham- 
mers of Wood, which, amon 
them, ſerves for Muſick. This 
Ceremony is ordinarily after the 
Mid-nighr Prayer, or, as the Ko- 
man Catholicks ſpeak, Mattens. 
Being come to Church, they take 
the Bridegroom into the Choir, 
where the Men ſit, and the Office 
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is fung , and the Bride. is. ſet a+ 
mong the Women. Then the 
Priefis and People begin ſome 
Prayers, with Hymns, which laſt 
a long time; and towards the 
end, he that officiates, goes near 
the Bridegroom, reads to him 
three or four Prayers, and ſigns 
him with the-Sign of the Crofs. 
ar the beginning and end of eyery 
one ; then makes him fit down on. 
the Ground, his Face turned to 
the Eaſt, and holding a Silver 
Croſs over his Head, he holds it 
there till the Prayers are ended, 


While this is done in the Choir, 
the Sacriſtan having placed a Sear 
without the Choir, makes the 
Bride fit down with one of her 
neareſt Relations, and the Prieſts 
conclude the Prayers in the Choir, 
which are called Le Orazionz di 
Nodo. He that officiates, dreſles 


f5o) 
Ancles, binds his Reins with a 
Girdle, and puts a white Cloth 
on his Head. Thus habited, he 
leads him to/the Bride ; and pla- 
cing him near her, covers them: 
both with the ſame Cloth; lay- 
ing their Heads together, anoints. 
borh. their Forcheads. with Oil, 
and the Joints of their .Hands.. 
Then he joins their Right Hands,. 
and reads. aloud to them the Ex- 
hortation which contains the Du= 
tics they are mutually obliged to ; 
and with theſe Prayers and Cere- 
monies, concludes the Solemanity 
of the Marriage ; which-is. called, 
£" Incoronatione delli Spofi. Ther 
follow the Lands S afrer which,. 
Maſs begins, and beth communi- 
cate ; and that finiſhed, are ac-- 
eompanicd home.. ; 


CF) 
CHAP VIIL 


The Rites and Ceremonzes of the. 
Sabeans.. 


- 'HE Sabeans, or the Chri-- 
| ftians of St. Jahn, that live- 
on the Confines of Perfia, next: 
Turkey, may have:two Wives, ac+- 
cording to their Law, which ſeems. 
to be a Mixture of Chri({tzanity, 
Turciſm, Judaiſm and. Paganiſm. . 
The: Ceremony of their Mar-- 
rages is'very fſttort. © The Parries: 
meeting together at Church, in; 
preſence of their Relations and. 
Friends, the Miniſter makes the- 
Bride. ſwear before the Women: 
char ſhe. is a Virgin ; after which, . 
his Wives ſearch her, and make- 
their Report; Then the Miniſter - 
baptizes both ; and making them: 
turn.Back to_Back,, reads ſome- 
Prayer, and ſo.they are reckoned! 
martied,, 
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married, and carried back to the 
Bride's Father's, : where they feaſt 
according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country. The Miniſters have 
the ſame Liberty to marry, as the 
Laicks, two Wives ; and their 
Sons, if Sixteen or Sevyenteen 
Years old at their Death, fucceed } 
in the Miniſtry; for want_ of | 
whom, the next a-kin have that |} 
Digaity. 
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CHAP: 


The Ceremomes of the Chriſtians 
of Colchis, or Mengretia, 
the Georgians, Circaſlians, 
and others. | 
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HE - Chriſtians of (4) Co/- (a) Col- 


- 4 -», CIS, or 
chis, (5) Ge-org/a and (c) Cir Meat 
caſha, and their Borderers, almoſt tia, ;: , 


the ſame in Religion with the Sa- Prowinh in 
beans, or Chriſtians of St. Johy, &../.” 


. 1.2 Georgia, 
celebrate their Marriages in this rowaras the 


| . Nh North, and © 
manner. If the Biſhop or Prieſt" ** 


be not in the Church when they $2, which 


go to be married, which is done _ on 
upon ſudden Reſolutions, they go (4) Geor- 
to their Houſes, the Place being gia i« # 
/ great Coun © 
try in Aſia, lying between the Caſpian Sea to the Eaſt, and the * 
Euxine to the Weft, and bounded on the North by Gircaſſia, Co= % 
mania, and the Dominions of the Czar of Moſcovy ; and on the © 

South by Schirran, a Province of Perſia. d 
(c) Circaſſia is a vaſt Space of Ground, extend:d from the 
Cimerian Boſphorus, and the Fens of Mzotis, on the Baftern 
Shoawof the Euxine Sea, for Sow 'Miler 3 and reaching 200 tee * 
Bards the North,” I 


f very 
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very indifferent ro them. The 
Miniſter has rwo Crowns, which 
he puts on their Heads, with theſe 
Words, uſed according tothe Pers. 
fon, Let the Servant of God N. be 
crowned by the Servant of God N: 
Then he ſews their Clothes roge-. 
ther ; gives.them a Glaſs of Wine, 
of which they both drink ; and 
cutting the Thread that held their 
Garments, all the Ceremonies of 
their Marriage are ended, though 
no Conſent be then declared on ei= 
ther ſide, The C:rcaftans uſe no 


other Ceremony, than anly the. 


Promiſe which is:made;/before Wir- 
neſſes ro be faithful, and: not- ro- 
take another Wife as long as the: 
firſt lives, unleſs compelled: by, 
ſome weighty Motiye.. : 
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Marriage Ceremonies.. 
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PART I. 


Li 


— 


The Rites obſerved im the Mar- 
riages of the Mahometans. 


LL the Turks may have 
four lawful Wives, and 
\ as many more Slaves ; 


nay, as many as they can 
maintain. Thoſe Slaves are free; 
By whom they have a Son; nor 
can their Maſters ſell them- any 
more, but may give them away. 
«| A their Pricits may marry, ex- 
cepung: 
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cepting the Dervi/es, that are like 
the Religious in the Church of Rome, 
The 7urks may turn away, and 
rake their Wives again four times ; 
and may not only marry thoſe 
who- are a-kin to them, bur the 
neareſt; concluding, a double Tic 
makes the Friendi{hip ſtronger. 
When they have a Mind to mar- 
ry, the neareſt Relations on both 
ſides meet together, to agrce the 
Dowry the Husband ſhall give his 
intended Wife ; for Parents give 
nothing to their Daughters ; asÞ.; 
wasialiſo obſerved among the Chr/-þ, | 
ſtians of the Eaſt, This being | 
done, the Man ſends the Father 

of his Miſtreſs, or her next Rela- 
tion, the Summ agreed, thay part 
may , be laid out in, Clotheg*and kÞ 
Houſhold-Furniture, according 80f;y 
the Quality of the Perſons.; and. 
the reſt left in her Hands, or hcrfy.; 
Relatiqns; without, whoſe, Conſe 
ſent, . he. can . never pretend, any hart 
Diſpoſition thereof, How fe 
| | | * molt 


| 
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moſt Fathers contribute to the 
Charge of the Marriages. And 
that Things may be done with the 
greater Decorum, the Care of all 
the Preparation is left to a Friend 
of the Bridegroom, who is called 
Sagois. 


The Bride continues always co- 
rered eight Days before Mar- 
age ; and ſhe 1s not to be ſeen - 
therwiſe, ſo much as by the Re- 
lations of her intended Husband, 
who goes about all the while with 
| Friend, inviting his Relations 
> ind Friends to be at his Wedding. 
Thoſe that are invited, ſend their 
"Preſents the Day before, accord- 
g to the Degree of the Perſons : 
ind the ſame Day the Bride 
athes, and is waſhed by two or 
lree Women, with great Care: 
(hich Action is ſo ſolemn among 
lem, that when ſhe gocs to the 
th, her neareſt Relations walk 
tore her, with lighted Torches 
| in 


(58) © 
in their Hands. By means of a 
Duſt, which they call E/cana, they 
make the Hair of the Bride red; 
as alſo her Nails, the Palms of | 


her Hands, her Feet, and he 
Heels. 


-t— I) 2X wenn 


The Martiage-day being com 
the Bridegroom ſends a Preſent ty 
the Cadis, or Judge, defiring hi 
Advice: about the Dowry he givef® 
his Bride. That done, the Sagoiy 
bis. particular Friend, accompanie$: 
by all the Gueſts, with a gre$* 
Number of Muſical Inſtrument 
Drums, Pipes and 'Trumpets, god 
to the Bride's Houſe : Being conf 
thirher, he is intreated, with IÞ* 
Eompany, to ſit down; and afiſſ*1 
a Banquet, the Bride's Father takg®# 
her by the Hand, and delivers h 
to the Sagois, who preſently {aſ* 
her on Horſeback, and carries WW 
to the Bridegroom's Houſe : | 
the Relations. and Gueſts follogs! 
her ; and after: them, n—_ y” 


- (59) 
Horſes that carry the Furniture. 
The Bride rides with a Veil over 
| her Face, and an Umbrella over 
{her Head ; having on each fide 
her Servants, Chamber-Maids and 

Nurſes, that lament the Loſs of 
her Virginity. In the mean time, 
he ſalutes all ſhe mects by the 
Say, bowing her Head ; which 
j{Yomen may neyer do, only on 
rep Day. 
, When ſhe is come to the Bride- 
.oom's Houſe, ſhe gets off her 
alc, and he receiving her, car- 
M$ her, with the other Women, 
on8@0 a Chamber diſtin from rthar 
Sthe Men; where, after Supper, 
\&F* Ball begins. When every one 
akvithdrawn, the Sagois takes the 
« he by the Hand, and leading 

Sto the Bridegroom's Chamber; 
« vers her to the Eunuchs, that. 

ik after her till he comes. 
$2 he is. with. her, he rakes 
. affier Veil firſt, then all che _ 

O 


| 


| 


| 
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of her Clothes, ſhe pretending 
fome Reſiſtance, eſpecially ar the 
laſt. The next Day the Sagois 
makes his Complements and Jeſts 
with "the Bridegroom, while the 
Bride is taken by her Relation 
and Chamber-Maids to a Bath, 
where they walh her all oyer 4 
gain. 


Theſe are the Ceremonies uſcd 
by Perſons of Quality :, The or 
dinary People do it wirh lefs Pony 
and Noiſe.” .The 7urks may mat 
ry their Siſters, provided they bt 
gin with the eldeſt ; for if the 
begin with the youngeſt, they cal 
nor marry the others. | 


The Arahbians formerly * too” * 
their Wives for a Time certalf 
expreſly agreed : And that tha 
might be ſome Shew of Martrim” 
ny- it their Contract, the WF 
gave her Husband for Portiong © 
Bearded Arrow-: : However, # 
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was to leave him at the Time li- 
1c} mired. This proceeded from the 
ish great Luſt that reigned in both 
(sf Sexes, equally delighting all their 
heÞ Lives in Change ; _inſomuch, that 
8 a Woman has been married in one 
h,Þ place, was brought to Bed in an- 
24 other, and bred up her Children 
in a third, without ever enjoying 
any Repole. 

Thoſe of (a) Arabia Felix had wo | 
their Wives in every Houſe in /arge Come |; 
common, who lay with the moſt ”7 7 Alia, 

« and is ds 
Vigorous. He that came firſt, left y;4e4 in 
his Staff at the Woman's Chamber- three Pang 
A 6 Ee 
Door; which was a Sign thar Place ,;;;3,.% aig 
was taken up. It was eſteemed /:a/! of all 

>" . toree 

Adultery, lying with a Man of an- j;,*> #4 

. other Family. | North. Fog, 
Iix , the* 
greateſt of all three, and lies extend: to the South and Eaſt 
and is encompaſſed on all ſides by the Sea, except towards the: 
> North, where it bounds on the ather two Arabia's : There are in® 


" it many Kingdoms, and great Citics. Petraa, vr :he Stony © 
q Arabia, lies more Weſt, | 


Now 
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Now the Aradzans marry as ma- 
ny Wives as they pleaſe, without 
ever rejeting any, as the 7urks 
do; but buy them, and only ob- 
{erve never to take any.that 1s not 
of their Famiiy, or Tribe. As to 
other Formalities, they obſerye the 
ſame Ceremonies in their Marria- 
ges as the Turks. 


When the Per/fans make Love, 
and will ſhew their Miſtreſſes thar 
they are very affe@tionate and 
faithful, they burn themſelves on 
ſome part of their Bodies, by ſer- 
ting fire to their Clothes, ſo that 
the Burnirig may be viſible, and in 
this mariner preſent themſelyes to 
them ; who, if they accept them, 
have ſo much Pity as to ſend Fil- 
lets and Scarfs of Silk, to wrap up 
their Sores : And thoſe are always 
molt eſteemed, that pur themſelyes 
ro the greateſt Pain. They marry 
many Wives, which they may part 
with : The Nobility haye as many 
As 
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asthey pleaſe ; but the Commonal- 
ty exceed not Seven. The Day 
appointed for the Marriage of any 
Great Perſon, his Relations and 
Friends pet together at his Houſe, 
dreſſed in his Liveries : Others 
that are not ſuch particular Friends, 
are dreſs'd as they plcaſe, but as 
fine as they can. The Bride goes 
from her Houſe on Horſeback, 
with her Relations and Friends al- 
ſo on Horſes, with many Singers 
before. The Bridegroom comes 
likewiſe from his Houſe in "the 
ſame Order ; that is, with a Train 
of his Relations and Friends ; and 
the two Troops being met, they 
ga rogether to the Bride's Houſe, 
where they have a Ball. When ir 
Is. time to go to Bed, two Men 
conduct the Bridegroom into rhe 
Bride's Chamber, who comes in 
another Way : The Company con- 
tinue dancing; and about Mid- 
night an old Woman comes in to 
2, With a Cloth having the 
Signs 


(6a 
Signs of the Bride's Virginity 
which being preſented to the Bride 
groom's Relations and Friends 
they appear - well contented : But 
when theſe cannot be ſthewn, ſome 
old Women take the Bride fro 
Bed, and the Bridegroom rejed; 
her in the preſence of the Com 
pany, after he has paid her a ſmal 
Summ of Money ; and then he 
Parents carry her home- in grea 


- Aﬀiction. 


(a) Cam- The Inhabitants of the Iſland; 


A _ a i: © of (a) Cambaya, Palendura, and the 
b 2b, the *.n. (b) Maldives in Afta,' obſerve thi 


Indies, c- peculiar Ceremony in their Mar 


he 4#:"):riages : When the Parties are a 
Borneo ; greed, the Bride {ends two of he: 


—_— " neareſt Relations by her Father's 
BY pitch che Side, who are authorized: to re: 
Singam of preſent her. Thele, with the Bride 
N . "0 
og Eaf groom, g0 before their Miniſter, 
with that called Pandiaro, or Naibo 5; wh 
of Colchin, - 
(b) The Maldives in Aſia are certain 1/ands, vaſt in Ev 
tent, and incredible for Number. 
takes 


MI 


takes the Bridegroom by the Hand, 
and asks him if he will marry the 
Woman propos'd, and on the Con- 
ditions offer'd : Heaskstbe Bride's 
Friends the ſame : And after Con- 
ſent declar'd, the uſual Ceremo- 
nics are perform'd, in preſence of 
the Relations, who are Witneſles 
of this Contract. They go thence 
to the Woman, who is expecting 


; them at home ; where they afe cn- 
"tertain'd, and haye Muſick. » Ma- 


ny. go then to complement the 
New-married, to whom they ſend 
Preſents ; as the Bridegroom does 
to the Pandiaro that married him, 
and to the King and Queen, if the 


" Marriage bz where” they reſide. 


When the King himſ2lF marries, 
all his Subjects are ob.iz'd to 
make him Preſents ; as, Cloth, 
Turbants\, Meats, Fruirs and 


Flowers. 


They may have at the ſame 
time three Wives, if able to main- 
tain them ; bur not more : And 


D When 


when all are at home, the Huſ- 
band is oblig'd to divide himſelf 
equally among them, and co-habir 
as long with one as another. The F: 
Women bring nothing to their 
Huasbands, who are to accommo- 
date them with what they want, 
and to be at the Charge of the 
Wedding, beſides allotting them 
a Dowry, which they call Rays. 
The Men marry when they pleaſe; 
but the Women are married by 
their Parents, when they are Ten 
or Eleyen Years old, ro the firſt 
that deſires them. The Orphans, 
or thoſe that have no Mother a- 
live, are oblig'dto ſtay till Fifteen 
Years. The Pandiarii, or Naibz, 
the Miniſters of their Templcs, 
® ask if thoſe who are to be mar- 
ried be eicher Brothers and Siſters, 
or Couſins, or whether uſed ro 
call fo ; for if that has been at 
any time, though long ſince, ſuch 
an imaginary Relation is ſufficient 
X to hinder any Marriage. The 
\ Husband may leave his Wife at 
any 


UN 
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nytime, if ſhe conſent ; and tho' 
he dees not, he may leave her, 
aying her Dowry. 


Through all the Iſle of (a) Cey- (4) coy. 
m, Men may marry as many /an,o Zei- 


lan, is an 


Niyes as they can keep, and take j,,, ., 
m at Ten Years old, as in the he Eaft- 
KS of Cambaya, and the Mal Indies, of 


- an Ovyat 
IVES. Form, 659 
| Miles in 
paſs, and contains nine Kingdoms ; the principal of wh;th 
the Kingdom of Candic, in the middle of the Lland. 


The Mahometans in the Ifle of 

Java may have no more than (b) Jars 

ur or five Wives ; but as many ;,,* 5 ® 
oncubines as they pleaſe, and re Eaft- 

an maintain, The Wedding-Day, Promegs 

eir Friends, Slaves and Dome- t-gus in 
icks are richly habited, and fer {727 7 
fore the Houſes of the Bridcs ;, ——_ 
room and Bride many Pikes , 70m: 

ith Fringes of White Cotton and '7* 5% 
ed; and diſcharge ſeveral Guns. Bantam 
tternoon, the Bridegroom goes F. 
th / in this manner : Four Men | 
d firſt, char have many Sticks 


D 2 . faſt- 
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faſten'd to a Pole, which other 
{trike with little Sticks : Theſe ar 


follow'd again by others, who car 
ry long Drums, which they bez 
.cither with Sticks, or their Hands 
After theſe, others ſtrike apainl 
Sticks tied about their Necks 
and of them there are often Sixty 
Eighty, or an Hundred, accordiny 
ro the Condition of the Brids 
-groom: Then you ſce others agait 
with Peacocks Feathers, and Hor 
tes Tails ; and they follow'd 
Thirty or Forty, arm'd wit 
Shields, Darts and Swords, whi 
from time to time: ſtop in th 
Streets, to ſtrike rogether, 
dance, for the Divyeriton of ti 
Spectators: Then arc others wii 
Drums and Sticks follow'd 
Thirty Young Women, rich 
drels'd ; ſome carrying Flowe 

others Pictures, little Gilt Box 

Moveables, and Habits of all ſort; 

to preſent from the Bridegroon 
to the Bride, The Women follog 
immediately, who likewiſe Car, 
diy 
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Y divers Pieces of Houſhold-ſtuff, 
2} The Bridegroom is on Horſeback, 


richly dreſs'd, having- two of his 
moſt intimate Friends riding on 
each ſide of him; and a great 
Number of Perſons invited to the 
Wedding conclude - the Shew: 
When-they are come to the Bride's. 
Houſe, all the Drums ſtay for the 
Bridegroom at the Door ; and the: 
Men that carry the Arms make a 
Fane for the Women that have the 
Furniture ; after whom, the Bridc- 
groom. arriving, he diſmounts, 
and. then the Bride appears with a 
Veſſel of Water, who on her Knces 
waſhes his Feet ; and taking hinr 
by the Hand, leads him into the 
Houle, where they continue ſome 
time. together: Then he, lcading 
her, goes out with all the Com- 
pany ; and in the ſame Order as 
before, they go to his Houſe, where 
the -Bridegroom enters firſt, then 


all the Gneſts, who are entertain'd* 


at the Marriage-Fcaſts : for three- 
Days together. 
D 3 The 


(70) 
he Inhabitants of the Iſles 0 


(a)Thelns (a) Molucca, that have (till ſome 
s Moluc- Relicks of Idolatry with the Ms 


Ca are fe "FF k 
ard ſmal! hometan Religion, which the Per- 
py el fans and Arabtans haye introduc'd 


wards the 


w:ferm there, may have as matiy Wives 


Shoarof the as he can keep ; but are ſo jew 

Ihe of Gi- 

loio, the 10US, they ſufter no one to ſee 

Eeſt-In-" them at home ; and yer fo luſtful, 

a3. there are few that have not ſome 
Correſpondence abroad, He that 
delires a young Woman in Mar- 
riage, connor ſes her, unleſs all 
be-firſt agreed ; then he ſees her, 
and is oblig'd at the ſame time to 
take his Bride he never ſaw be- 
fore, and carry. her home with 
him. 


Thoſe of Barbary, eſpecially 
ſuch as are rich, marry many Wo- 
men, which they buy not, as other 
Turks, but have Portions with 
them. They retain in their Mar- 
riages many Rites left them by the 
Goths and Vandals, who govern'd 

in 
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in theſe Parts ; but are ſo jealous; 
that the Married Women dare 


ſcarce ſhew their Faces uncover'd. 
to their own Fathers. 


The Moors of Morocco have ma- 
ny lawful Wives, beſides the Con- 


cubines the A/coran permits. When. 


they marry, they go to the Cadis, 


_ of Judge, with a Notary, and. 


Witneſſes, and draw up the. In- 
{krument of Marriage ; that is,. 
write what the Husband gives the 
Wife ; and this they call the Co- 
daſca, becauſe in theſe Countries 
the-Parents give not Fortunes to 
their Daughters, as in Barbary ; 
and when the Hushand leaves 
them, (a Practice allow'd;,) he 
pays them what he has engagd. 
They have great Rejoicings- at 
their Marriages; and great Ex- 
pences, eſpecially among Perſons 
of Qualiry, thas. thence comes the 
Proverb, Lz Chri/tiani ſpendono tut= 
te Ie loro inchezze in liti, gf Ebret 
nella loro Paſqna, e li Mori nelle toro 


D 4. Nozze. 
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220. The Chriſtians ſpend all 
they have in Law ; the Jews, 17 
their Paſſover ; and the Moors, 
in their Marriages. The Wedding- 
Day the Bride rides 'on a Mule 
richly harnelſs'd, and is hid in a 
ſort of Tower, made with Hoops, 
and cover'd with Tapeſtry, ſo 
that ſhe's nor ſeen by any one, 
though through a thin- Veil the 
can ſee the People ; and-in this E- 
quipage gocs through the City, 
follow'd by many Mules laden 
with Gold, given her for her Dow- 
ry. Men and Women follow the 
Mules ; the Women only ſing, or 
rather howl, in a manner; enough 
to ſtrike Terrour, rather-than ex- 
cite Mirth ; among which Cryings 
are heard double Drums, after the 
Mooriſh Way, which make another 
very odious Noiſe. This Procel- 
ſion ended, they go to Dinner, 
and then return to the publick 
Place ; where, if the Bridegroom 
be a Man of Quality, all his 


Friends get on Horſeback again, 


and 
E 


and exerciſe with the Lance before 
the Bride for two or three Hours, 
and then all go home. 


_ . If the Bride be a Perſon of yery 
great Quality, ſhe rides on a Ca- 
mel richly habited, as before, on- 
ly the Clothes that hang down are 
Silk and Gold Broccades, which 
they call Gayo/a. She 18 accompa- 
nied by a great many: Gentlemen 
and Ladies, whoyfing ; and when 
ſhe has gone round the principal 
Places of the City, is brought 
back: to her Father's . Houſe, then 
to her Husband's ; where all the 
Gueſts meet together, to dance 
and feaft,. . If the Husband finds 
not. his Wife a_Maid, he rejects 
her,-: and ſends her hame, with. _ 
all. ſhe . has: brought : Bur if, , on 
the, contrary, he finds her what he 
deſires, the Feaſts are doubl'd the 
next Day. The Jews oblſerye here _ 
'the fame Cuſtoms, 
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The Inhabitants of the King- 
dom of Fez, as ſoon as the Father 
has promis'd his Daughter to him 
that ſued for her, uſe to get toge- 
ther the Relations and Friends on 
borh fides, in the Moſques ; where 
two Notaries, in the preſence of 
Witneſſes, write the Marriage- 
Contra : Then the Bridegroom 
takes all his Company ro Dinner : 
The Father ofthe Bride likewiſe 
treats his Friends. When the 
Bridegroom brings his Bride home, 
he ſends a Litter, cover'd with Silk 
'and Broccades ; and ſhe is attend- 
ed by their Relations, and common 
Friends, with much Muſick. The 
Married Men go firſt, with Torches 
in their Hands ; and their Wives 
follow, with rhe like. They all 
g0 to the great Piazza, where the 
Bridegroom, having ſaluted the 
Fathe: and Relations of his Bride, 


LR =I_——y 


come, 
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come, the Father delivers the Bride 
cither.-ro the Bridegroom's Mo- 
ther, or to himſelf, who is ſhur 
up-with her: If he finds her a 
Virgin, the Entertainments fol- 
low-; if not, he.gives her to her 
Relations, and they return with» 
out any. 


They make three Feaſts in the 
the Solemnity of their Marriages ; 
the firſt, that Night the Bride is 
brought home ; the ſecond, the 
next Day, which is only for the 
Women; and the third, the ſe- 
veath Day, when they fay the 
Bride is made a Woman; and at 
this, her Father, Mother, and all 
her Relations bear a part. That 
Day. the Father makes ſome Pre- 
ſents to his Son-in-Law ; as, Sweet- 
| meats, and Sheep. When the Huſ- 
band goes firſt abroad, which he is 
not! uſed to do till the Seyenth 
Day, they have a-Cuſtom for him 
to buy Fiſh, and bring them homcy 
and #2ive them cicher to his Mo- 

| tner, 
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ther, or ſome other Woman, ' who 


caſts them at his Wife's Feet, as a 
Sign of good Luck. 


Beſides theſe three Entertain- 
ments, they have two others in the 
Father's Houſe ; one the Day be- 
fore the Marriage of his Daughter, 
when they dance all Night ; the 
-other the Day after, for the Wo- 
men that dreſs'd the Bride. Thetc 
\&o their Duty with much Ceremo- 
ny ; for they adorn her Head with 
much Wantonneſs, colour her Lips 
with Vermilion, paint her Hands 
and Feet with a ſhining Black, 
laying on little things that will 
'not#laſt long ;- at: which time the 
Bride is exposd in an eminent 
place; that ſhe: may be ſeen by 
all. | 

When ſhe- is gone- to her Huſ: 
band's Houſe, her Friends ſend 
many large Veſſels, full of Bread 
ſteep'd in Qil, and Honey, and of 
ten whole Sheep roaſled z and he 

Invites 
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myites many Perſons to his Feaſt, 
among whom he diſtributes theſe 
Preſents. 


If a Widow marry, it is. done 
with leſs. noiſe : and in the En- 
rertainment rhey give only Beet, 
Mutton and Pulſers,all boil'd:The 
Number of the Gueſts muſt nor 
excced ten or twelye Perſons. The 
Common People feaſt at leſs Ex- 
pence; for at their Marriages 
they have: a great Wooden Plar- 
ter, with Minc'd Meat and Port- 
tage. 


Thoſe of Algiers and' Tunis do 
not imitate the other Mahometans 
in the great Multiplicity of their 
Wives, but are content with. one 
or two ; for they are oblig'd ſtrit- 
ly to obſerye an Equality among 
them, and to treat them in the 
ſame manner, aſſigning to each the 


fame Quantity of Moveables and 


Service. This hinders not their 
being Rivals, and having cruel 
Hatreds 
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Hatreds to one another, which ” 
deſcend to their Children, and are V 
ofren the Cauſes of many Trage- | ,1 


dies. They are in Love, as o- | © 
thers, without ever ſecing their 
Miſtreſſes ; but having obtain'd Þ | 
them of their Parents, they aflign - 
the Dowry, which muſt be accept- | . 
ed by them. Some Days before |, 
the Marriage, the Lover fends his 
Miſtreſs divers ſorts of Meats, 
and they make a Feaſt and Ball at 
both their Houtes. In her own 
Houſe, the young Woman fits on 
the Ground, for in Barbary they 
uſe no Chairs nor Stools; and 
while they dance; ſhe changes her 
Dreſs oftentimes, appearing among 
them with her Hands and Arms 
painted, and ſometimes her Face 
all coyer'd with diyers Jewels. 
About Night ſhe is conducted, 
with her Face cover'd, attended 
with- Drums, and other Inftru- 
ments of Muſick ; and her Huſ- 
band takes her, and is ſhut up 


with her in his Chamber, while 
all 


LN 
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all her Relations anxiouſly expect 
ro know whether ſhe be found a 
Virgin, that they may go on with 
the uſual Rejoicings on the like 
Occaſions. The New-Married 
continue ſeyen Days at home, 
without going abroad, only the 
Husband goeth forth to the Bath, 
which he 1s oblig'd to do as often 
as he enjoys his Wife. 


The Moors of Egypt have many 
Wives, which they keep in the 
ſame Sera, or Cloiſter, where 
every one has her particular Cham- 
ber : But the Moors of Granada, 
that were driven from Spain, cal- 
led Moros Francos, can have no 
more than one Wife. Thole of 
Egypt, the better to aſſure their 
Mihrefſes of their Aﬀections for 
' them, burn their Bodies with red 
hot Trons, and cut their Arms in 
many places before them ; and if, 
at ſuch an Action, their Miſtrefles 
kiſs their Hands, it is a Sign they 
ſhall obtain what they deſire. 

__ waver _ 
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Thoſe - who inhabit Falefarun 
and Senega, : among the Negroes, 
marry as many Wives as they can 
keep; though they ſhew. greater 
Honour to -lome, than-others, ac; 

cording to their. Birth, or Worth] 
of their Families. As. toon as a 
Woman isknown to be with Child, 
her Husband mult not lie with her 
any, more till ſhe is brought to 


Bed.. 


The Zartars that are Subjects to 
.the Moſcovites marry many Wives; 
. and. the more they. have, are 
{teem'd the richer, and more rc- 
{pected ; and. that makes them 
{trive which ſhall haye moſt. 


The Zartars»de Procopy calle 
the Little Zartars, hayc alſo many 
\Wives.: They. buy oftentimes 
Slayes,. that they oftentimes make 
their, Wives ; by , whom, if they 
have Children, aad live vertuouſl- 
ly, they are treated. very honour 

| __ ably; 
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ably ; and therefore often have ye- 
ry modeſt and obedient Wives, 
being deliver'd from the Miſery of 
Slayery, to the Liberty of Mar- 


- rtage, There reigns ,fuch an hor- 


rid Jealouſie among theſe 7artars, 
that they never tuffer their Wiyes 
to go to Church, or any where, 
without them : And-they are the 
ſame to their Concubines, though 
they have a very great Number of 
them. When any Man dies after 
Marriage promis'd, the Woman is 
not allow'd to marry, becauſe they 
think they ſhall meet in the other 
World; and conſummate there. 
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PART IT. 


The Cuſtoms and Ceremonies ob- 


ſerved : mm the Marriages of the : 


Idolaters and Pagans. 


HE Indians arc either Pa- 
gans, Mahometans, Jews, 
Chriſtians of St. Thomas, 

— or toman-Catholicks ; bur 
as athey all follow in their Maria 
ges thoſe Rules their Religion pre- 
{cribes them, we will diſcoutfe in 
rhis Part only of thoſe that remain 
yer in. the Darkneſs of Baganijm, 
and Idolatry. 


In 


Alarriage Ceremonies. | 


($3) 


In ſome Places, the Pagans have 
only one principal Wife, (bur as 
many others as they pleaſe, with 
whom Contra& is commonly made FY 
at Marriage, that they ſhall caſt 
themſelves into their Husbands 
Funeral-P#le. Their-Marriages are- | 
celebrated eight Days, with Mu= ©*; 
ſick, Balls and Feaſts; and all that 
time the Gueſts. apply themſelves. 
to nothing but Singing, Dancing, 
and all ſorts of Rejoicings. They 
- dance after their manner, rwo and 
two together, in divers Couples ; 4 
when they meet, they change twg- Is 
little Sticks they hold in their 
Hands. | 


, 


The People: of (a) Cunkan.atid (4) cun® 


(b) Balagatta marry their Sons -at kan ir -# 
Seven or Eight Years of Age, and 5 ; 


make them conſummate art Twelye, 4 Eaſt-ln-.; 


| Before the Marriage, the Relations pt 


entertain a Fortnight, ſitting at atra, on 
lagnata, 3 
:5 @ Country of Aſia, among Mountaigs, it a Peninſula of ndia, 
var the River Ganges. 
Table 
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Table: almoſt Day and Night; 
Drums and Trumpets playing. 
The Wedding-Day all the Rela- 
} tions meet together at the Bride- 
a groom's Houle, and fitting on the 
> Ground, confirm the Marriage ; 

after which, to add greater Force 
| to their Promiſes,” they walk ſeven 
= Times round'the Fire. They mar- 
| ry always with Pcrſons of thcir 
own Rank ; and the Bride brings 
nothing to her Husband, but a-lit». 
tle Jewel of ſmall-yvalne.. 


F(a) Bil Thoſe of the Kingdom of (a) Bi/- 
_- nagar have- no determinate Num- 
. [647 wig ber of Wives ; and when married, 
55 Fn. the King, for a_ {mall Summ-from 
ladies. the Women, will; upon their. De- 
ſire, Tooſe them from the :Bands: 

of Matrimony, and grantthem Li- 

berry to marry others ; All the Ce- 

#  remony of this Divorce is only 
laying a Pieco of Tron-on the-Wo- 

man's Shoulder, who -is- by that 
.fert.free, There are in that King- 

dom, many Parcnts, that by Vow 

CON- 
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conſecrate their Daughters Virgi- 
nity to ſome Idol; and when that 
is. doac, they are conducted by 
Night, with all their Relations. to 
the Temple ; when come thither, 1 
they get up into a Stone-Pulpit, all $ 
anorn'd with Tapeſtry and Cloth 
of Gold, and in the preſence cf 
them all, embrace*®the Idol three 
timcs. 


Thoſe of Canar obſcrvethe ſame 
Ritcs in their Marriages, as thoſe 
of Cunkan. | 


The People of (5) 3alabar, that 4) mag 
inhabit-che Coaſt of 7:4ia on this bar #0 
ſide Ganges, arc dividedyinto the Fj} ww : 
Bramini, Nairi, andiMache/t, that monteryf i 
are the meaneſt of them, The firſt /*, 8 

| . aſt-I> 
are the molt” rc{pected, and* ule dies. L. 
different Manners of Living. They ; 
marry very young, that 1s, at Se- 
ven or Eizht Years of Age: They 
never make an Alliance with any 
of another Rank, and may marry 
twice, The Nairi, who live: in 
the 


.-% 
b 


the Country, cannot only marry 
with none but of their own De- 
gree, bur are prohibited more than 
one Wife. It is not ſo with the 
Women ; they may have three 
*® FHusbands, all ar the ſame time, 
who, without any Jealouſie, con» 
tribute to the Maintenance of her 
and her Children. When one of 
the Husbands goes to the Wife's 
- Houſe, he leaves his Arms at the 
Door, and the others take care not 

{ to enter till he is gone, 


"i 


The Women of Malabar are ye- 
ry Amorous; and therefore, as 
ſoon as their Daughters are Four- 
teen, their Parents marry them, to 
preſerve the Honour of their Fami- 
ly, of which they are fot very 
jealous neither ; concluding, they 
merit greater Eſteem, the more 
- .* Lovers they haye.- They uſe ma- 
 & ny Ceremonies and Rejoicings in 

their Marciages. As ſoon as the 

Marriage is agreed, they go tothe 

Temple, or Pagodo, to preſent the 

Bride» 


37 
Bridegroom and Bride to their 
Prieſts : After fifteen Days, the 
delations and Friends of the Bride 
conduct her to her. Husband's 
fouſe, where they paſs che Time 
n Diverſions of Muſick and Balls, 
hich only the Women make, and 
hare admir'd by the Men for their 
Yrefſing and Beauty. They give 
to all, even Strangers, Refreſſ> 
ents. Afrer the manner of the 
puntry, the New-married fit in 

a rais'd Throne, richly habired, 
and ſo loaded with Jewels,they can 
ſarce bear them. The Room where 
heſe Feaſts are made, is always 
chly furniſh'd with Gold, Arras, 
and Silk ; and twice a Day they 
over the Tables, to treat thc 
eſts, at the'Expence of the Huſ- 
and ; the 'Bride returning home 
ery, Night, with the Women ap- 
ointed to wait on her. At laſt, 
teen Days being ſpent in Rc- 
dcing and Feaſting, the News- 
cied get upon an Elephant, 
ay drels'd, fitting on two Seats, 
. and 


ag 
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- F; | 
_ and afe follow'd by all their Train 
which goes on foot through thi 
City : They ſtop at Relations Hou 
ſes, who preſent Sweet-Meats tf 
the-Company, . and caſt divers O-Þ 
doriferous Liquors upon the Ele4 | 
phant ; no-one oſnitting to duff | 
ſomething, for that would be a ye | 
ry great Neglec&t.. The Cavalcady « 
ended, they all go to the Paz 
or Temple ; thence to the Bride) 
Houſe, where they conſummat g 
the Marriage; and every one it 
the Train departs after he has madg jr 
a Preſent to him that 'led the Ele 
phant. G; 


"y 
Nez 


When one of Conchin marris 
whoſozyer he is, he may not li 
with 'his Bride the firſt NightJ di, 
. but is oblig do give her to a ZÞria 
mino, who lies with her. Tha my 
are ſo fear'd, and reſpe&ed, no of. Yi, 
dares hinder them lying with anÞÞ yer 
Woman ;. nay, the Common Pahe 
ple are ſo fooliſh, to-believe 11 By, 
Fayour, and good Omen, the 

| 


The Malleani, that live in the 
Mountains of Ma//abar, have only 
one Wife, who is always with them, 
)J even at Hunting, In this they dif- 
ef fer very much from other Pagazs in 
thoſe Parts ; who, to ſpeak Truth, 
have no Wives, all Women being 
| common among them. 1 


In (a) Bexgala they allow Poly- (#)Benga- 


: yo ko 
q gamy, acording to their Abilities gy,” ;, 7 


to maintain them, but keep them —_ wy 
» The Lalts 
in cloſe Cuſtody. Indies, on 

the River 
Ganges, wnder the Great Mogul : I: is a wery fruitful Coins 
I'y, and extends 2:0 Leagues from Eaſt to Weſt, and 1209 from 
North to South. 


' In (4) Pegu they have extraors (b) Peg, 
dinary Ceremonies in their Mar- _——— 
Friaages. As they+ were heretoforc Cities inthe 
F much addicted to an unnatural abrooig= 
Vice, their Qucen made very ſe- Kingdm f 
vere Puniſhments for thoſe ſhould Fegu =: 
> convicted of it, even to the gy, oy 
Burning them alive : And to divert 2#re, bur /; 

mew Mmilcn 


the Fury of this infamous Luſt, ſhe ,;,,,;1. 
| E com= 
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-commanded, the Women ſhould 
.go almoſt naked, to atiract Men's 
Love to them. When they mar- 
-ry, they muſt pay the Father of 
the young Woman a certain Sum 
agreed on ; which he pays back if 
he will have his Daughter home, 
from any ill Uſage of her Huf- 
band, who may likewiſe leaye her, 
only he is to keep and educate the 
*Children. The Women being na- 
turally extreamly Amorous, the 
Men are very nice in marrying 
'them ; making the ſtricteſt Enqui- 
ries before they engage : And from 
hence it is, that many Fathers, to 
preſerve their Daughters Virgins, 
ſow up their Pudenda, and in that 
"Condition deliver them 'to their 
Husbands, that they may be aſcer- 
xain'd of their Honeſty. The King, 
and thoſe of greateſt Quality, lie 
not the firſt Night with their 
Wives ; but admit others, and pay 
them bounrifully, that will give 
:themſclyes the Trouble, 


In 


blinded with Idolatry: 


The Chineſe marry their Sons 
very young, ſome Fathers marry- 
ing them as ſoon as they are born, 
The Husband gives the Wife a 
Dowry. The Weddinz2-Day, the 
Bride's Father makcs a ſplendid 
Entertainment, to which he invites 
all the Relations and Friends of his 
new Son. The next Day, the Fa- 
ther, or, for want of him, the 
neareſt Kinſman of che Bridegroom 
docs the fame. Afﬀeer the Enter. 
rainment, the Husband gives the 
Dowry to his Bride, in preſence of 
all the Gueſts ; which ſhe preſent- 
ly gives to her Father and Mother, 
it they be alive, for the Trouble 
and Charges they haye had in edus» 
cating her.: And therefore here a 

E 2 Man 


In (a) Sam, after the manner of (s) _ 
 Pegy, they may marry many Wives. {;,.,,,," 

But the Mahometans of theſe Coun- b:ymdGan 
ges, iu the ? 


tries obſerve not their ridiculous F7 5 
Ceremonies, fit only for a Nation dies 


tion to the Daughters he has. The 
Father may uſe this Dowry with 
all Freedom ; but when he dies, it 
returns to his Daughter, for the 
Adyantage of her Children, or to 
be otherwiſe difpos'd .of at her 
Pleaſure. A Man may have ma- 
gy Wives, bur the firſt married is 
reckon'd his true Wife ; the other 
are only look'd upon as Friends, 
2nd often forc'd to do the Drudge- 
ry of Servants: They live only 
with the firſt, keeping the others 
abroad ; and if Merchants, in Pla- 
ces where they traffick. 


They think it unlawful to mar- 
ry Siſters, or other near Relations; 
and obſerve nor to take a Wife of 
their own Name, though no Rela- 
tion to them ; and marry the ſame 
Age and Quality. The Conditions 
of their Mind are conſider'd more 
than Beauty : The ordinary Price 
they give for them, is, an Hun- 
dred Crowns; and often leſs. - The 
Com- 


*Man is reckon'd rich, in propor- 
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mon People buy and ſell their 
Wives at pleaſure. Mendoza, a 
grave Author, reports, that in the 
Provinces bordering on Tartary, 
the Governors and Vice-Roys pre- 
ſcribe a certain Time borh to the 
Men and Women, within which 
they are oblig'd, either ro ſhut 
themſelves up in a Cloiſter, or 
marry. When that Time is come,. 
all that will marry, appear the ſet 
Day at a City appointed in every 
Province to that end, Whenthere, 
they preſent themſelves to twelve 
principal Perſons, named by the 
King ; who take in Writing the 
Names of the Men and Women, 
and their Qualities; informing 
themſelyes exatly what Dowrics 
the Men are able to give. After- 
wards they view the Liſt, both of 
the Men and Women ; and if they 
find more Men than Women, or 
more Women than Men, they calt 
Lots, and the: others are married 
firſt the next Year. Six of the 
twelye Perſons divide the Men in- 
EK 3 Lo 
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to thrce Claſſes ; put the Rich in 
the firſt, without any Regard to 
their Breeding and Accompliſh- 
ments ; thoſe that are moderately 
ſo, in the next ; and the Poor, in 
the laſt. While theſe make the Di- 
viſion of the Men, the others di- 
vide rhe Women in three other 
Clailes ; putting in one the faireſt, 
it 2n30ther the leſs fair, and in the 
laſt thoſe that are leaſt handfom : 
They aſlign the leſs Fair to the leſs 
Rich, without paying any thing 
for them ; the leaſt Handſom, to 
the Poor ; and afterwards ſhare 
among them all the Money they 
have oblig'd the Rich to pay. 
Theſe Marriages being adjuſted in 
tais manner, they have great Re- 
joicings in the Houſes . the King 
has appointed them : For in every 
of theſe Cities there are Houſes 
furniſh'd with many Beds, and all 
things neceſſary for Living ; info- 
much - that every one takes what 
he wants, "and keeps them for 


fifty Days that the Feaſt laſts; 
after 
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aſter which, they all return 
home. 


All theſe Circumſtances are ob- 
ſerv'd moſt by the Commonalty, 
and not by the Gentry, and Per- 
flons of higher Rank, who are not 
tubjefted to- this Law, but may 
marry when, and how tney pleaſe. 


- Thoſe of (a) Fapan have com- (4) Japan 
monly only one Wife, but are di- :; : _ 
yorc'd from her, and ſend her Curly in 
home for very ſmall Cauſes, and ao 
afterwards marry others. The #9/-4 to 6: 
Women have not the ſame Liberty. 7 you 


150 Gere 
man Miles.in length, ani 70 broad 


The Zeathen-Tartars have many 
Wives, who-live together in greac 
Quiet. They give Money to their 
Wives Mothers, as a Recompence. 
for the Advantage receiv'd from 
them. The firſt Wife is look'd 
upon molt-lawful,,: and fo are the 
Children born of her. When.the 
Father dics, the Son may marryall 
Ka -: his 
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his Wives, excepting his Mother, | tc 
and her Siſters : They marry their Þ at 
Half-Siſters, after their Brother's | W 
Death ; and make very great En- | at 
tertainments at theſe Marriages. I a 
(a) T'n- The People of (a) Tangut and 
Sd (b) Catay marry as many Wives as 
tam, # a they can keep: And if any poor | V 
X ngdon in VOUNg Woman be beautiful, a rich | 
—h_—_ Man marries her preſently, and |} P 
twardi gives her Mother and Family a | D 
Caine," Reward to have her ; as, Cattel, | t 
\ Indies. Slaves, and oftentimes Money ; | 1 
© \(b) Catay, they valuing only Beauty. They | \ 
p oF * have to thirty Wives, more or leſs, 
* Afia, ſupp. According to their Abilities ; but 
> Jed by lear- the firſt is always chiefeſt. And if | 
| _— any is infirm, or not agreeable, | t 
ef China. they ſend her home. They marry | t 
| their Relations, as the 7artars do, | r 
eyen to their Step-mothers. t 
In Caindu they have a Cuſtom | | 
different from the People of 7angut | : 
when they are married ; they in- | 
vite all the Strangers that come in- | 1 
ro 
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to the Country to their Houſes, 
and leave them freely with their 
Wives, who have. a Counter-ſign 
at the Door, which they take nor 
away till they go, that the Hut- 
bands may then return. 


In (a)Caſear they leave Stran gers _ 
with their Wives, without any Jea- x:1gawmn 
louſte. And in the Kingdom of Turque- 
Pern, if any one be abſent twenty Tarary. 


Days together, his Wife may mar- 
ry another Husband ; and Men 
may. after that Term narry again, 
where-ey er they are. 


The Canarix, in the Ile of Goa, 
worfhip a naked Statue, to which 
they bring their Daughters when 
they will marry them, thar they 
may pray for the happy Succeſs of 
their Marriage. The Prayer end- 
ed, the Daughter is married ro the 
firſt that ſecks her. As to the Feaſts 
and, Ceremonies obſery'd on the 
Wedding-Day, we have treated in 
the Chapter of the Chri/{i,ms of Goa.. 

F 5 The 


* 


(a)Guinea 


Ocean, 


154.4 vry 
large Cours 
try. inAtri>-. | = pf 
- @, por che ſeck them Wives ; and when-they 
be Shoar of tte 
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The Negroes of Africa,that dwell 
in the Kingdom of Serra/ione, have 
in every City or Borough an Houſe 
a-part from- others, where their 
Daughters retire, and are inſtruct 
ed for one Year, by an old Man, 
of a- good. Family, yertuous,. and 
religious. Art the End of the Year 
they come forth all together, well 
drels'd, and go into the 'publick 
Piazza; to dance to-ſeveral Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick :. Their Fathers 
are preſent ;- and the young Men 
chuſe whom: they like beſt, giving 
{omething to their Fathers betorc 
they marry them. They. preſent 
alſo. the old Man, for his Trouble 


of inſtructing and keeping them; 


then take, them-home, where they 
compleat the Ceremonies of their 
Mac:iazes. | 


In-(4) Guinea, When the:Sons arg 
old enough to marry,. their Fathers 


haye found to. their Minds, give 


— — -— - wo SG 


| them, 
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them; and oblige them to take - 
them, though neyer ſeen : before. 
The Son has nothing from his Fa-. 
ther,, who ſends him naked ! if he 
has gain 'd nothing by his own La- 
bour,) into the World, to lay the 
Foundation of his own Family. 
The Bride's Relations give them a 
{mall.Summ in Gold ;-and though 
yery_ rich, add little more than 
what the Poor give ; for what 
they receive, is only for the Ex- 
pence of the Feaſt. This Cuſtom: 
is.o well obſery'd, that the King's 
Daughters haye no more than one. 
Slave to ſerye them. The. Bride 
fwvcars, in the Preſence of the 
"Tra% that ſhe will be faith- 
ful, . and preſerve her- Conjugal- 
Chaſtit : Which . Oath is. neyer 
requir d of the Husband, 


If, during the Marriage, a Man 
get ſo much, thar he 15. able to 
maintaia another Wife, he cannor 
marry her without the Conſent of. 


the ficſt ;_ to which if ſhe oo 
Ate 
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he is oblig'd to pay her ſo much; ] 
and the Woman is receiv'd into the 
Houſe, more as a Concubine, than 
Wife. When the Husband obſerves 
his Wife grow old, he, may forſake 
her, to marry a younger, How- 
cver, he keeps her in his Houſe, 
where ſhe is bound to give an 
Account of it, and ſerve the 
younger ; look after the Kitchen, 
and do what pleaſes her Huſl- 
band. 


| (s)Mono- The People of (a) Monomotapa, ' 


7 ns in the Lower Ethiopia, marry, ac- 
' Kngzom in COrding to their Abilities, as ma- 
| the Southern ny Wives as they will ; but the 
rhiOPi9, Grſt is the chicfeſt; the others ſervc 
of greatEx- her ; and her Children (ſucceed in 
pw 7 the Inheritance. No one may mar- 


Ws der ry a Woman paſt Child-bearing : 
Kingzom! 3 And when the Women are firſt Big, 
er, frem the CNEre IS great Joy in their Fami- 
North tothe Ties, The old Women, when not 
Sant” like to conceive, may not marry. 
Leagues, The Virgins go naked till mar- 
ric, and then wear a thin Silk F 
an 
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and when they have Children, 


coyer their Bellies and Breaſts 
cloſer. 


» | ., (a) Zoco- 
The Inhabitants of (a) Zocotara nds | 


have the like Polygamy, and may coridis In- 
change them ar pleaſure, and that wie, One 
by carrying them into a Market, 24 19m: 


or publick Place ; where they ex- 29" #4 


| {| [ 17! f oaſt 0] 
change for others, cither for a Zangue. 
Time, or for eyer. bar, in A- 


| frica 


Thoſe of (4) Canada content (b) Cana- 
themſelves with one Wife, though Co 
they are not forbid many. . the No-th 
America, 
The Samogo/i have many, not 
ſo much out of Luſt, as to gain 
Authority by Alliances, and: a 
Multitude of Children. The Fa- 
thers neyer endow, nor give any 
thing to their Daughters : Nay, 
He that marries one of them, 
makes their Parents Preſents, in 
proportion to their Abilities, ' or 
the Beauty of their Daughter. 
They celebrate their Marriages 
{o- 


*% 
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Balls, and Panegyricks on the 
New-Marricd. When a Woman 
is taken in Adultery, ſhe attones 
for the Crime with: het Life ;' as 
does the Adulterer : It is not ſo 
with the unmarried Women, to 
whom it is no Diſhonour to: 
haye been enjoy'd by their Lo- 
VErs. 


(a) Flori The Inhabitants. of (a) Florida 
da is a ve 5, Mp : 

->ylarge ang HAVE only one Wife, to diſtinguiſh 
| frutju! them from their Kings, and great 
 othy Lords, who: have two or three; 

America. but on this Compact however, 
that the firſt ſhall have the chief 
Authority in the Houſe, and that 
their:Sons_thall inherit the Fathers 
Eſtates, or Government. - Bur all 
theſe Wives apply rhemielves in-. 
difterently to the Care of the 
Houſe :. And when one is- with 
Child, the Husband muſt not any 


longer lie w ith her, 


The 


folemnly, with Songs, Muſick»: 
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The Iſlanders. of (a) Cuba, be- (a) Cuba 


fore their Iſle was poſſeſſed by the Thar - ho 
Chriſtians, married at pleaſure, a Bay of 
and only ſo long as they were Amerie 
content to keep together ;| for the * :be South 
Separation was as well on the : D—"_ 
one fide, as the other, when they of the greas 


pleas'd. | iſ. be (ng 


ing ta that 


par: of th e : Wirld, diſco: Fed þ 0) fg ; Spaniar -GS, 


The Cacichi had divers Wives ; 
and all invired to the Wedding; 
uſe the Btide at pleaſure, as well 
among Perſons of better Rank, as 
the Commonalty. 


The (4) Mexicans, before: they (b) Mexi-3 


receiv d the Chriſtian Faith, mar- C— 
ity in the® 


ried, in this manner : They both North of As 


preſented themſelyes. to their Perica,the, 


Prieſt ; who taking them by their = f 


Hands, ask'd them' many Que- —_ n, and 
A Pics 


ſions; and laſtly, of their Deſire 7,5 f 
to be married rogerher. Then Z 0 ay 
7H * e 
_ of the Spaniſh Vice-Roy of the Weſt- Indies, and an, 
Arehbiſbop't Ste, 


taking 
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raking the Skirt of the Woman's 
Veil, and that-of the Man's Gar- 


ment, tied .,them together, and 
led them. fo falten'd to the Bride's 


' Houſe, - where was a-'great Fire 
kindled ; they went ſeven times 


round this Firc, and fate down 
rogether; which ended all the Ce- 
remonies, and the Marriage- was 
complear. 


The Inhabitants of C:vela, or 
New Granata, are Content: with 
tak Wife, whom they -may free- 

leavers as: the Women may 
y Husbands with the ſame Li- 
berty, when they KNOW ruey g0 
Tiled 


; Thoſe of ID, before: they 
marry their Daughters, ſend them 
into the, publick: Piazza's, that 
they may by Converfation learn 
the Burthens. and Dutics. of Ma- 
trimony.. The Perſons , of Note, 
and the Rich; marry many Wo- 
' men, at pleafure ; take all Tra- 
; yellers 
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vellers to their Houſes, they meet 
in the Roads, and let them enjoy 


thoſe of their Wives they like 
belt. 


In (a) Paria they may have (a) Paria 
many Wives ; but one is Miſtreſs {5.7% 
of the Houſe, and commands the Terra Fir- 
others. Thoſe of the meaneſt Fes non 
Condition have, at leaſt, two near the | 
or three : And they may all, M7 5, 
when their Wives begin to grow :4e Demis 
old, turn them off, and take o- "2 of the 
thers younger. The Prieſts teach *P%s 
them when they are young ; and 
from them they learn all neceſſary 


Arts. 


The (&) Caritbees uſe the ſame (b)7t. Ca- 


Cuſtoms : But on the Wedding- — 
r = /<- 
Day, and many Days after, they" 7,1” me 


take their Wives, with great - Ke of 
Noiſe and Attendance, into the ol Ei 
Woods, where they hunt and Kill le extend- 


all they meet with. 0” 


Bow, from 


' OF | 
he Coaſt of Paria in America, to the 1/e of Rico Porto. 


The 
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The 7opinanlous, Tnhabitants of 
Braſil, in the Southern Amerzca, 
have no, other Regard in thcir 
Marriages, but to Affinity in the 
firſt Degree, becautc from the Sc- 
cond they may marry all their 
Relations. They allow Polyga- 
my, which gives them the Repure 
of being brave, and rich. The 
Partialiry they ſhew to one more 
than another, makes not the 0©- 
thers jealous ; and they live all 
very peaceably. As to the Cere- 
monies; He that has a Mind to 
a young Woman, ſecks her of 
her Father, and next Relation ; 
and when he has obtain'd Con- 
ſent, leads her home, and ſhe be- 
comes his Wife. They promile 
their Sons in their Childhood ; 
and when at Years, they are 
bound ro ſtand to the Will of 
their Parents. Yet the Husband 
may caſt off his Wife upon any 
great Diſtaſte ; as ſhe may allo, 
on the like Occaſion ; telling him 

plainly, 
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plainly, ſhe leaves him, to ſeck 
mother more civil Husband : And 
- | theſe Separations do nor ſubject 
> | them to any Reſentment. 


In (4a) Peru they had many (a) Pery is 
Wives before they were Roman 5 "2 
. | Catholicks ; yet only one was rec- SouthAme 
kon'd lawful. When they would !ica,ofors- 
marry any one, they went to her p/,z, «f 
Houſe, and, with the Father's 6/4 ani 
Conſent, put her on an Ozzoya, de = 
which is a Shooe they uſe, and : the pi; 
ſo lead her home : When they 977, #4 
had a Virgin, the Oztoya was of a oy 
Wool; if ſhe had becn taken by S«:+Ame» 
others before, it was of Ruſhes. *© 
All the Concubines were bound 
to honour the firſt Wife ; and ſhe 
only, upon the Death of her Hul- 
band, put on Mourning for a Year, 
during which time ſhe could not 


matry again. 


The Itatini and Yaraes, that 
live in the Province of Santa 
Croſe, haye many Wiyes. There 
the. 


IMI 
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the Neice may marry her Un-| 
cle: And when the Daughter is 
a Year old, the Parents deſign 
her -an Husband, who is always 
her next a-kin after the Second 
Degree. They go to ſeek him; 
and for Confirmation of the 
Marriage agreed, carry him a 
Bow, Arrows, and a Spade. If 
he rakes them, he is preſently 
conducted home as a. Son-in- 
Law, where he learns to know F. 
and manage the Intereſts. of his |” 
Bride, till ſhe is at an Age ca- [[ 
pable to do it. When a young 
Man would get him a Wife, he Þ 
goes to her Parents, and pre- 
{ents them a Bundle of Sticks. 
If they arc receiv'd, it is a Sign | 
the Motion is embrac'd ; and the 
Houſe, from thar time, is free Þ 
to him. Soon after a Woman 1s 
married, ſhe makcs a. Shroud to 
bury her Husband, and another 
for her ſelf. | | 


In 


LIM 


In (a) Guiana, or New Andaly- (a) Guia 
na :f a 


fa, the Perſons of higheſt Qua-j,,.” v. 
ity, and richeſt, marry two or #7; i rhe 
three Wives, and ofren more ; MW; A 
the Commonalty being oblig'd to w/c jr 
one. The other Wives arc bur 779 ar: 
25 Servants to the firſt. Thoſe bebited be 
{Ivho have the greateſt Number of Engliſh, 
Women, are moſt eſteem'd, and p09 
reſpected : In other things, they 

follow the Cuſtoms of Pere. 

here are in Syria a ſort of Peo- 

le, called Druſ/, who by ſome 

re believ'd Chri/tzans ; but in 

beir Actions, are neither Chr7- 

ans, nor Jews. Thefe indiffe- 

ntly marry their Daughters, 
others, and Siſters ; giving this 

ra Reaſon, That they have had 

uldren by them, and not by 

hers ; and no one can forbid 

em the Uſe of their own. They 

we ſome Feaſts in the Year, o» 
ten all the Men and Women 

tt rogether, to divert them- 

nes. There they feaſt in com- 


mon z 


%# . ad. 
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mon ; and after they haye drunk 
give a mutual Liberry to enjoy 
thoſe Women they like molt ; re 
nouncing, on this Occation, «ny 
Propricty in their Wives. | 


The Eaſtern Japoreſi, common 
ly called Lopes Salvatici, contrat 
their Marriages in the Preſence 0 
their Parents and Friends ; the 
firſt Ceremony being, Striking + 
gainſt a Stone, out of which he 
that .makes moſt Fire come, is <& 
ſteem'd the moſt excellent. Th 
Marriage thus eftabliſh'd , ths 
Bride, dreſs'd in Ermin Skins, 
Sables, is fer upon a tame Boar 
and her Relations and Friends ac 
company -her to the Cave, «f- 
Tent, ( becauſe they have n 
Houles, nor Cities,) ſinging, aq 
wiſhing them Health and Iſl 
The Bridegroom is alſo in Be: 

- Skins, or Martins ; and from th 
time, they live together. Thy.” 

fail not Feaſting, and Dancing! 6 

{ome Ruſtick Muſick, and to fi ; 
( 
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the Praiſes of their Ancient Cap» 
rains in. Verſe; in Memory of 
whom, to bewail their Deaths, 
rheir Singing is interrupted, and 
they lament, cry, groan, and caſt 
. themſelves on the Ground ; with 
af 2 Thouſand Contorſtons, as de- 
 {perat© Perſons, for ſome preat 
Loſs; after which, they return to 
their Singing and Balls, and ſpend 
\4 the Day in Feaſting. 


h In the Southern Parts of ( a) Mes (a) Ma- 
gellanica, when a Man-likes a prI—_ 
young Woman, he demands her of /, $4 A. 
her Parents, in a full Aſſembly ; merica, 
and before he gocs away, if her 5 
Parents conſent, he takes her, and $4, Pole. 
tarries her home, without more 
Ceremony. The Company get 
together the next Day, to fealt ; 

after which, the Husband reccives 

what is aſſign'd him in Dowry 

with his Wife, who is bound ro ® 
exerciſe the ſame Trade and Pro- 

feſſion of Life as her Husband 

does, and to be never out of his 


ſight, 


ſight. When ſhe is falſe to her 
Conjugal Duty, her Husband 
ſends her back to her Parents, 
who ſhave her ; and if her Huſ 
band be content to take her home 
again, ſhe is never more enjoy'd 
by him, but oblig'd to ſerve him 
as long as ſhe lives. 
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